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Rep. Ryun Releases Statement regarding President Bush’s Decision on Federal Funds for Embryonic Stem Cell Research
U.S. Rep. Jim Ryun (R-KS) made the following statement today regarding President Bush’s announcement that he will allow federal funds to be used for research on stem cells obtained by previously destroyed human embryos.

“Commitment to life cannot be applied on a case-by-case basis.  President Bush’s decision to allow our tax dollars to fund research on already-destroyed human embryos is deeply disappointing.  However, I am pleased that the President will use no funds to encourage the future destruction of human embryos.

“Stem cells are available from other sources that do not take a human life.  Because of my commitment to research, I co-sponsored The Responsible Stem Cell Research Act of 2001 that would designate $30 million dollars for ethical adult stem cell research and direct the NIH to step up efforts to promote effective and ethical adult forms of stem cells.


--30--

For Immediate Release

August 9, 2001

Online version at www.house.gov/pitts

Rep. Pitts comments on stem cell decision

Washington—Congressman Joe Pitts (R, PA-16) tonight expressed disappointment in President Bush’s decision to initiate federally funded embryonic stem cell research, but commended the President for not funding the killing of human embryos to acquire them.

Congressman Pitts said, “I am disappointed that the President has decided to use stem cells from killed human embryos.  They have been unethically acquired, and should not be used for science.  Although we use the voluntarily donated organs of accident victims, we do not use the organs of murder victims for science.

 “However, I am very pleased that the President has acknowledged that these embryos are indeed human lives and that he has pledged to protect them in the future.  He has promised that no government funds will be used to kill a human embryo.”

“I am also very pleased with his strong statement against human cloning.”

Congressman Pitts also said, “The President missed an opportunity to promote alternative methods of acquiring stem cells.  ‘Adult’ stem cells acquired from placentas, umbilical cords, and spinal column fluid appears to be even more promising than the embryonic variety.  Many Americans have already been helped by adult stem cells.  No one has yet been helped by embryonic stem cells, and may never be.  He should have made this clear.”

#   #   #
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Majority Whip DeLay Statement on

President Bush's Stem Cell Decision
Washington, DC: House Majority Whip Tom DeLay (R-TX) issued the following statement today following President Bush's decision to allow federal funding for limited human embryonic stem cell research:

"Last month at the White House, President Bush looked me in the eye and told me that he would make a decision on stem cell research from his heart-not from politics or polls-and I believe that he has.  

"I know the President made the decision he felt to be best for our nation and did place strict limits on the scope of the research. However, I'm still disappointed that the federal government will fund embryonic stem cell research even though the proposed research will take place upon embryos that have already been destroyed. 

"While we all deeply sympathize with the desperate hopes of people struggling with debilitating illnesses, the technique used to create the stem cell lines did not respect the sanctity of life.  We can both defend life and support medical research that offers similar results by using adult stem cells.  

"I'm worried that this initial research may ultimately serve as a pretext for vastly expanded research that does require the destruction of new living embryos. I will continue working to educate a majority of Americans that we should always defend innocent life. 

"With respect to so-called extra embryos, I firmly believe doctors should only create those embryos that will actually be used to bring children into the world."  

###
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PENCE PLEASED WITH BUSH BAN ON FUNDS

FOR DESTRUCTIVE EMBRYO RESEARCH 

Disappointed limited research will continue on existing stem cell lines

WASHINGTON, DC - Congressman Mike Pence this evening praised President Bush's decision to ban federal funding of destructive human embryo research but expressed disappointment that the President will continue funding research on existing stem cell lines.  

"I was pleased that President Bush tonight refused to fund research that would destroy human embryos," Pence said. "The President drew a moral line earlier this year when he promised to 'oppose federal funding for stem cell research that involved destroying living human embryos.'  I commend him for keeping his promise with tonight's decision.  At its core, President Bush's statement reveals a continued commitment to his belief in the fundamental value and sanctity of human life.

"However, I believe the President made the wrong decision in allowing continued funding of research that began with the destruction of nascent human life.  In permitting research on stem cell lines derived from previously destroyed embryos, the President has set the nation on the brink of a slippery ethical slope.  

"Supporters of this research will not be content with experimenting on existing embryonic stem cell lines, if this research proves promising.  In the coming years, we will again be faced with the same decision the President faced tonight.  When that time comes, I fear that a compromise like the one President Bush has offered will no longer be possible.

"For the President, tonight's decision was a pragmatic one.  It satisfied supporters of stem cell research with limited funding and it pleased opponents with a ban on further destruction of human embryos.  I also truly believe President Bush searched his heart in arriving at this conclusion.  In his statement this evening, the President revealed that he had wrestled with his conscience and with God over his decision.  

"I only pray that when some future leader of the free world inevitably comes to the same crossroads on this issue he, too, realizes the eternal moral consequences of his choice and acts accordingly," said Pence.
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Statement of Representative J.C. Watts, Jr. (R.-Okla.)

Chairman, House Republican Conference

President Bush’s Decision On Embryonic Stem Cell Research

“The president has made one of the most important decisions of this Administration through a fair and balanced deliberation that included prayer, reflection, science, ethics and discussion.

“While I wouldn’t reach the same conclusion, President Bush’s position maintains the principle that taxpayer dollars should not be used for the destruction of human embryos for any purpose.  However, it is critical that we all work together to be eternally vigilant to avoid the slippery slope that could lead to embryo farms or other unconscionable scenarios involving this research.

“It is also important to remember that embryonic stem cell research is no panacea.  There are countless other research efforts that may provide far better results and are far less divisive.  Adult stem cell research -from umbilical cords or body fat - is just one of those options.  The Administration and Congress should work together to accelerate these efforts.  The Republican Congress has more than doubled research at the National Institutes for Health and I hope we can work together in a bipartisan manner to improve upon that record and find cures to these horrible diseases that affect our mothers and fathers, sons and daughters.

“Finally, many people will now begin to look at this life and death issue through the prism of politics.  That is wrong.  This is an issue that affects each person in America in a profoundly personal way.”

-- END --
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WASHINGTON D.C. -- Congressman Robert Aderholt (R-Haleyville) issued the following statement this evening following President George W. Bush's decision on federally-funding embryonic stem cell research.  President Bush has announced limited federal funding of embryonic stem cell research, and the establishment of a Presidential Council to monitor stem cell research, recommend guidelines and regulations, and consider the medical and ethical ramifications of this research.  Congressman Aderholt had this to say on the matter:
"I am uncomfortable with the perception that embryos can be viewed as property as opposed to human life.  However, I'm encouraged that the President believes that taxpayers should not have to fund research that destroys human life.  I am pro-stem cell research, just not the kind that takes a life – such as the umbilical cord, placental blood, and other adult stem cell sources.   I am very committed to funding this type of research.  In fact, I have supported recent legislation by Congressman Chris Smith of New Jersey to add $30 million to adult stem cell research.  Adult stem cells are currently being used to treat patients with many diseases such as juvenile diabetes, ovarian cancer, and leukemia.  

The bottom line is:  we all want to see cures and treatments for infants, children and adults who suffer from these various diseases.  However, when we don't have to destroy life in the process, why should we?"
-End-
-----------------------
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CONTACT: Peter Dickinson (202) 225-3765
Statement of Rep. Christopher H. Smith (NJ-4)

on

Bush Decision To Allow Federal Funding For Research on Stem Cells Obtained From Human Embryos
(Washington, DC) - Congressman Chris Smith (NJ-4) today issued the following statement regarding President Bush's decision to allow federal funding for research on stem cells obtained from human embryos:
"For the millions of Americans who agree with President Bush that 'human life is a sacred gift from our Creator,' yesterday's decision was deeply disappointing."

"The proposal to allow federal funding for experimentation on stem cells obtained through the destruction of living human embryos is a mistake."

"Allowing the use of stem cells obtained from human embryos to receive federal funding, however limited or defined, opens a new door that may prove difficult to close."

"As the author of the Responsible Stem Cell Research Act of 2001 (H.R. 2096), I remain confident that science will continue to show that stem cells obtained from non-embryonic sources, including umbilical cord blood, placentas and plentiful adult tissues, are the quickest, most promising and only ethical route to achieve significant medical advances."
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SOUDER STATEMENT ON EMBRYONIC STEM CELL DECISION
U.S. Rep. Mark Souder (IN) tonight released the following statement following President Bush’s announcement of his decision regarding federal funding for embryonic stem cell research:

“I am certainly disappointed with the decision announced tonight to provide any federal funding for embryonic stem cell research; however, I applaud the president’s emphasis on directing more resources toward non‑embryonic research.  The intrinsic value of life remains the central fact of some of the most difficult moral questions of the day, and even those with the best intentions should not and cannot ignore that value.

“Certainly, I understand that this was a difficult decision for the president.  There are strong emotions involved.  All of us can appreciate the feelings of those who have been led to believe that this research might be the only hope for them or for loved ones who have been stricken with terrible illnesses. 

“When I began researching this issue in advance of convening a hearing in Washington three weeks ago, I was surprised to learn that in fact, embryonic stem cells have yielded virtually no successes in clinical trials while stem cells from adult sources – stem cells that were retrieved without having to destroy a human life – have resulted in successful clinical trials in treating leukemia and very positive results in tests involving diabetes.  The real future of stem cell research simply does not lie in embryos, so, again, I applaud the president’s decision to focus resources on non‑embryonic research.

“At my subcommittee’s hearing, we heard testimony on the scientific facts, but even more importantly, we also met three very special people: Hannah Staege and Mark and Luke Borden.  These happy, healthy children were adopted as embryos – embryos that were not destroyed by human hands.  I would challenge anyone to meet and hold Hannah, Mark and Luke and not believe that embryos are life.”  

###
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Lewis Statement on Bush Decision On Embryonic Research

(Washington, D.C.)- U.S. Representative Ron Lewis had the following statement regarding President Bush’s decision to allow federal funding for embryonic stem cell research: 

“I commend President Bush for not allowing destruction of human embryos with federal tax dollars.  He was very thoughtful in his decision, and his respect for human life is evident.  Unfortunately some embryos have already been destroyed, but no more lives will be lost.  President Bush’s decision draws the line, limiting federal funding to only existing lines of stem cells and protects additional embryos from destruction. 

While this decision is not ideal, it will work if future research that takes life is not allowed. 

I am confident Congress will affirm President Bush’s decision and maintain policies that allow for no future destruction of human embryos.  Since 1996 Congress has decided not to spend federal tax dollars on research that destroys human embryos.

We can have successful stem cell research without the ethical dilemma that comes with the destruction of human embryos. Adult stem cell research holds more promise for cures of diseases, such as the research a biotechnology company in my district is working on with the National Institutes of Health and the Navy.  This work also has no ethical drawbacks.  This research has resulted in discovery of the protein that causes adult stem cells to regenerate rapidly and with high quality for research, leading to success treating radiation damage and clinical trials of cancer vaccines. 

President Bush has made a good decision, and I am proud of his leadership on this issue.”
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Barr Disappointed in President's Stem Cell Decision 


MARIETTA, G.A. -- U.S. Representative Bob Barr (GA-7) today issued the following statement regarding President Bush's decision to allow limited federal funding for human embryonic stem cell research. 


"I recognize, as do most Americans, this is a very important decision for the President to make, and I commend the President for reaching it in a thoughtful and balanced way, but I wish he had reached a decision that fully recognizes the importance and sanctity of life.  This "compromise" decision fails to do that. 


"I fully support the President's decision not use federal funds for the killing of human embryos to acquire them, but cannot, and will not, support a Trojan horse proposal that opens the door to federally-funded research of human embryos.  I recognize the many competing and passionate interests on both sides of this issue, but a true commitment to human life cannot be applied on a case-to-case basis.  To that end, I am disappointed with the President's decision to initiate federally funded embryonic stem cell research.  It is morally and ethically wrong, and I will continue to oppose it."

Barr, a former federal prosecutor, represents Georgia's Seventh District.  He serves on the House Financial Services, Judiciary, and Government Reform Committees.
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Rep. Bartlett Reacts to Bush Stem Cell Decision

Medical Advances Must Always Respect Life


Washington, D.C. – Congressman Roscoe G. Bartlett (R-6-MD) reacted this evening to President Bush’s announcement concerning federal funding of human embryonic stem cell research.  

As the only Member of Congress with a doctorate in human physiology and a 100 percent pro-life voting record, Bartlett has consulted with some of the nation’s top scientists – both those who support and oppose research on human embryonic stem cells.  They confirmed that it is theoretically feasible today to remove embryonic stem cells without killing the embryo.  He shared this information with top Administration officials and urged support for federal funding on human embryonic stem cells under three conditions: the embryo is not destroyed, a clone is not created, and the embryo is not precluded from implantation.  Bartlett advocates immediate federal funding for research on animals to develop these techniques.    “Techniques that work in animals will work in humans,” said Congressman Bartlett.


“I am troubled that the President’s decision to fund research into existing stem cell lines amounts to an inappropriate reward to those who willfully destroyed embryos to produce these stem cell lines,” said Bartlett.  “Many of the experts portrayed as offering disinterested advice in support of this funding have conflicts of interest with companies that have vested interests including patents and investments derived as a result of destroying embryos.   I believe my recommendation would be a better solution that would be acceptable to all Americans.”   

Bartlett said, “I strongly support the President’s decision for federal funding into stem cells derived from umbilical cords, placentas, adults and animals.  Research to produce cures and preserve embryos are not mutually exclusive goals.  I am confident that America’s scientists will be able to discover better treatments and cures without deriving those benefits as the result of any willful destruction of innocent human life.  God creates all life.  Our nation’s medical advances must always respect, not destroy life.”  

###
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Armey Statement on Stem Cell Research


House Majority Leader Dick Armey issued the following statement today regarding President Bush's decision on embryonic stem cell research:


“It's clear from the President's speech last night that this decision weighed heavy on his heart and he did not arrive at it carelessly.


“The President was right to object to human cloning for any reason.  His recognition that a human embryo is life that must be protected was the right call.


“The President was right to prohibit federal funding to harvest and create new human embryos for research.  But I am concerned that allowing taxpayer dollars to fund existing embryonic research may diminish respect for the sanctity of human life.

“We must not lose sight of the non-embryonic stem cell research that will avoid these moral and ethical dilemmas.”

-end-
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