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Prior to April 2003, senior department officials at the Robert J. Dole Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Wichita, Kansas had, at the behest of an Oklahoma-licensed optometrist, purchased a surgical laser and for a period of time allowed this optometrist to perform laser eye surgery and also eyelid lesion procedures on an unknown number of veteran patients. In May 2003 at the urging of the American Medical Association, the American College of Surgeons, and the American Academy of Ophthalmology, the VA ordered a temporary halt to this activity pending a review.

I have serious concerns about non-physicians performing invasive eye care-related procedures on veterans using the Veteran’s Health Administration (VHA). Presently, 49 out of 50 states prohibit optometrists from performing surgical procedures on patients, and allowing this activity to occur in the veterans' health care system jeopardizes patient safety and the quality of care provided to our nation's veterans.

The VETS Act would be the first federal legislation to clarify this issue. It would prohibit optometrists from performing laser eye surgery at Department of Veterans Affairs facilities, or under contract with the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

For further information, please feel free to contact Wendy Dér at 225.2211. 
