November 6, 2003

Support Veteran’s Health Care

Cosponsor the VETS Act of 2003
Dear Colleague:

Prior to April 2003, officials at the Robert J. Dole Veterans Affairs Medical Center had for a period of time allowed a non-physician to perform laser eye surgery and also eyelid lesion procedures on an unknown number of veteran patients. In May 2003 at the urging of the American Medical Association, the American College of Surgeons, and the American Academy of Ophthalmology, the VA ordered a temporary halt to this activity pending a review.

We have serious concerns about non-physicians performing invasive eye care-related procedures on veterans using the Veteran’s Health Administration (VHA). Presently, 49 out of 50 states do not allow non-physicians to perform surgical procedures on patients, and allowing this activity to occur in the veterans' health care system jeopardizes patient safety and the quality of care provided to our nation's veterans.

We have introduced the VETS Act, which would be the first federal legislation to clarify this issue. It would prohibit non-physicians from performing laser eye surgery at Department of Veterans Affairs facilities, or while working under contract with the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Our veterans also agree that non-physicians should not be performing surgery in the VA. The American Legion, Blinded Veterans Association, the National Gulf War Resource Center, and other veterans groups have all written to Secretary Principi opposing non-physicians performing eye surgery on their members.
At a time when our men and women in uniform are laying it on the line for all of us, please join us in taking this opportunity to protect the quality of the medical care that we owe to those who go in harms way for freedom’s sake.

To cosponsor or for further information, please feel free to contact Wendy Dér at 225.2211.

Sincerely,

John Sullivan 



Ted Strickland

Member of Congress 


Member of Congress
