Support Free Elections in Iran!
 

February 17, 2004
Dear Colleague:
 
This week's upcoming elections in Iran have already been fraught with attempts by the clerical authorities to stifle reform efforts.  Members of the Council of Guardians, who are chosen by the Supreme Leader of Iran, have disqualified approximately 900 of the 1,700 candidates who wanted to contest seats in the parliament based on their political predispositions - including 80 reformist incumbents.  Over 60 reformist newspapers have been closed and editors imprisoned or questioned.  It is difficult to believe that, in this environment, the Iranian people will experience open and fair elections.
 
I have introduced a resolution condemning these anti-democracy efforts and calling on Iran to hold open and fair elections.  Please join me in recognizing and supporting the Iranian people in their daily struggle for democracy and reform.  To cosponsor this resolution, H.Res. 501, please contact Molly Miller on my staff at 5-7882.  
 
                                    Sincerely, 

 
                                    Tom Tancredo
                                    Member of Congress
