Virtually No Ongoing Research?


On the floor of the United States Senate Senator Feinstein said that “virtually there is no ongoing federal research” using NIH approved embryonic stem cell lines. (June 28, 2006) 

In fact…

The United States LEADS the world in

Embryonic Stem Cell Research 

Proponents of embryo-destructive research claim that the United States is lagging behind the rest of the world in embryonic stem cell research.

The Bush policy was the first time that the NIH was authorized to use taxpayer dollars to fund research on stem cells taken from human embryos.  A recent study by Jason Owen-Smith and Jennifer McCormick published in Nature demonstrates that 46% of all stem cell publications published since 1998 have been authored by U.S. scientists.  Germany comes in a far second representing 10% of studies. The remaining 44% are spread between 16 other countries. (study attached)

The NIH spent 38 Million Federal Taxpayer Dollars 

for Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research in 2005

Proponents of embryo-destructive research claim that we need more federal funding for embryonic stem cell research.  
Actually, the Bush policy does not limit the level of NIH funding for embryonic stem cell research.  In 2005 NIH spent $38 million, up $13 million from 2004.  That number may rise if the grant proposals presented to the NIH warrant.  This was confirmed at a recent Senate hearing, where Director of the NIH task force on stem cell policy, Dr. James Battey indicated that NIH does not set a specific funding level for embryonic stem cell research, but instead fund the highest quality grants proposals.  This funding does not include research in animal embryonic stem cells or non-embryonic pluripotent stem cells such as those found in umbilical cord blood.

The Approved Stem Cell Lines are Plentiful

On August 9, 2001, President George W. Bush announced that his administration would allow federal funding for research using the embryonic stem cell lines that had already been created.  (Statement: http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/08/20010809-2.html)
There are 78 of these approved lines and 22 of them are currently being used in federally funded research.  Moreover these lines are so useful that they are used in 85% of the published embryonic stem cell studies in the WORLD.  Even researchers who are not receiving US federal funding for research are using the Bush lines. To date there has been no credible claim that researchers are unable to obtain samples of the Bush approved lines. In 2004, HHS reported that of the 22 embryonic stem cell lines, they had 3,500 vials waiting for shipments to researchers. There are an additional 16 derivations available for research, but have not yet been grown or developed on any feeder cells. 
Contamination from mouse “feeder cells” is no longer a problem

Proponents of embryo-destructive research claim that the Bush approved lines are not useful because they are contaminated by mouse “feeder cells.” 

Just this year a study published in Nature demonstrated that contamination from mouse feeder cells can be removed from the Bush approved lines.  Moreover, since embryonic stem cells are unlikely to prove useful in human applications for decades if ever, the contamination question is not a timely concern.  (Decontamination study available at http://www.nature.com/nbt/journal/v24/n2/abs/nbt1177.html)
Tom Okarma, CEO Of The Stem Cell Company Geron even calls the notion that current stem cell lines are not useful because of contamination “hogwash”

"So the stuff you hear published that all of those lines are irrevocably contaminated with mouse materials and could never be used in people - hogwash. If you know how to grow them, they're fine." (Steven Edwards, "Scrutinizing A Stem Cell Trial," Wired News, 3/29/06)
