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Legal Services Corporation

Legal Abuses and Extravagant Expenditures Paid for with Taxpayer Dollars
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Legal Services Corporation (LSC) proponents contend that the federally funded program creates a level legal playing field for those in need, however, LSC has consistently used its federal resources to legally assault the very individuals whose taxpayer dollars fund the program.  Most recently, LSC has resorted to suing hard working Americans who are legally hiring seasonal immigrants for temporary help.  Critics charge the corporation brings vague, and usually unfounded, charges against farmers who can not afford an attorney and typically are forced to settle out of court.  In addition, a recent Associated Press article details extensive waste of federal dollars by Legal Services executives and board members.  
Recent Financial Abuses
· $423 chauffeured rides for LSC executives to locations within cab distance of their offices

· $55,135 LSC Board of Directors’ meetings in San Juan, Puerto Rico

· $14 “Death by Chocolate” desserts for board members

· LSC board members doubled the amount they could be reimbursed for meals compared to staff

· LSC rents Georgetown office space and reportedly pays “significantly higher [rent] than other tenants in the same building”

· Senator Grassley has called this spending “waste and abuse”

(Source: Larry Margasak, “Federal legal aid nonprofit bathed in extravagance.” Associated Press, 8/15/06.  http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthsuperior/15276752.htm)
Recent Legal Abuses
· The Legal Aid and Defender Association of Detroit, which receives federal LSC funds, represented Democrat state legislator, Marsha Cheeks, in a personal real estate case.  
· State Rep. Cheeks’ makes $80,000 a year, well above the salary of most legal aid clients
(Source: Statement by Kenneth Boehm, Chairman, National Legal and 
Policy Center to the CJS Subcommittee, April 9, 2004)
· Michigan Indian Legal Services (MILS), which receives federal LSC funding, defended the “constitutional right” of Jonathan Fowler, a Chippewa Indian, to give his four-year old son peyote.
· Fowler attends a Native American church, which uses the hallucinogen in its religious practices.  
· In the court battle to gain custody of his son, Fowler’s wife contested on the basis that he insisted their son be allowed to take peyote.  
· The judge gave custody to Fowler but instructed him not to allow his son to use the hallucinogen.

· MILS defended Fowler in an unsuccessful appeal of the original court decision.  

(Source: National Legal and Policy Centers, May 12, 2005)
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