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WELDON RESPONDS TO SENATOR FRIST’S
EMBRYO STEM CELL SPEECH
(Washington, D.C.) – U.S. Representative Dave Weldon, M.D. released the following statement regarding Senator Frist’s decision to support taxpayer funding of destructive embryo stem cell research: 
I am deeply disappointed by Senator Frist’s decision to support legislation that uses federal funds to incentivize the destruction of nascent human life. 
We cannot, as a society, begin to march down a path that dehumanizes a certain class of humanity by setting them aside for the use of others. For those of us who believe what science has clearly shown: that a human embryo is, in fact, nascent human life, we cannot begin to treat anyone as a means to someone else’s end, regardless of how noble that end might be. 
I was motivated to become a physician because of my profound compassion for those suffering from debilitating diseases. I do not believe that the President’s embryo stem cell policy slows treatments for those suffering and waiting for a cure. 
Over my career as a scientist and a doctor, I have been amazed at the ingenuity of the biomedical research community. I still read the medical journals regularly, where study after study has demonstrated that adult stem cells are far more useful in regenerative medicine than anyone predicted. Adult stem cells have a remarkable ability to transform into different cell types. 
In fact, research published just this week in Circulation, the journal of the American Heart Association, further confirmed the regenerative capacity of adult stem cells. In one of several ongoing trials using adult stem cells for the treatment of heart disease, these researchers found that adult stem cells not only improved blood flow and blood-vessel formation, but these adult stem cells actually regenerated new heart tissue. And this is only one of hundreds of studies involving adult stem cell treatments. Meanwhile, despite over 20 years of research with embryonic stem cells in animal models, embryo stem cells have not even been used in one human clinical trial. 
Embryo stem cell research is both immoral and unnecessary. The talented scientists in our country are developing astounding medical treatments for debilitating diseases without crossing a dangerous ethical line. This is where our federal resources should be focused. 
