December 6, 2004

KOFI ANNAN SHOULD RESIGN
Dear Colleague, 

On Monday, December 6th, I intend to introduce the attached draft resolution calling for the resignation of United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan.  I invite you to join me as an original cosponsor.  Considering the recent allegations of fraud, mismanagement, and abuse within the U.N. Oil for Food Program, it is time for Mr. Annan to resign from his position as Secretary-General.  By stepping aside, Mr. Annan will allow pending investigations to be fully and independently completed.  

Since becoming Secretary-General, Kofi Annan has been responsible for the U.N. Oil for Food Program.  Now, the United Nations is subject to the most extensive scandal in its history.  The Oil for Food Program has come under at least four Congressional investigations, three U.S. federal investigations, and a U.N. appointed commission of inquiry.  Saddam Hussein was able to use this program, intended to benefit needy Iraqis, to embezzle billions of dollars for his regime.  Under U.N. supervision, Saddam was able to take international aid intended to provide food for the starving people of Iraq and use it to fund his dictatorship.  

In addition, reports have surfaced indicating that several high-level U.N. officials received bribes from the former Iraqi leader.  Secretary-General Annan has admitted that his own son, Kojo Annan, received payments from a former employer who was awarded an inspection contract through the Oil for Food Program.  

Please join me in supporting this House Resolution calling for Kofi Annan to resign from his position as Secretary-General of the United Nations.  To become an original cosponsor, contact Aubert Kimbrell or Erskine Wells in my office at x5-4306.  Deadline is 6 pm, Monday December 6th.    



Sincerely,



Roger F. Wicker

_______________________________________________________________________
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RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that due to the allegations of fraud, mismanagement, and abuse within the United Nations oil-for-food program, Kofi Annan should resign from the position of Secretary General of the United Nations to help restore confidence that the investigations into those allegations are being fully and independently accomplished.

Whereas the United Nations has become the subject of the most extensive scandal in the history of the organization;

Whereas the United Nations oil-for-food program has been the subject of four investigations by the United States Congress, three Federal investigations, and a commission of inquiry appointed by the United Nations;

Whereas the Iraq Survey Group reported that former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein attempted to bribe members of the United Nations Security Council through the oil-for-food program;

Whereas the Iraq Survey Group indicated that Saddam Hussein successfully bribed the Executive Director of the United Nations Iraq Program, Benon Sevan, who was personally appointed by United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan;

Whereas under the supervision of the United Nations, Saddam Hussein illicitly accumulated more than $21,000,000,000 in contravention of the oil-for-food program and in violation of United Nations sanctions;

Whereas Kojo Annan, son of Secretary General Kofi Annan, has received payments from a contractor responsible for monitoring goods arriving in Iraq under the oil-for-food program;

Whereas the United Nations refuses to make public any of the 55 internal audits of the oil-for-food program produced by the United Nations Office of Internal Oversight; 

Whereas the oil-for-food program, since inception, has been under the direction and supervision of Secretary General Kofi Annan; and

Whereas it is crucial for the international community to have confidence that operations under the authority of the United Nations are executed in a responsible and credible manner: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of Representatives that due to the allegations of fraud, mismanagement, and abuse within the United Nations oil-for-food program, Kofi Annan should resign from the position of Secretary General of the United Nations to help restore confidence that the investigations into those allegations are being fully and independently accomplished.
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