The Honorable George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

As we mark the ten-year anniversary of the signing of the Oslo Accords in September of 1993, we find it necessary to reflect on the extent to which the State of Israel has repeatedly sought genuine peace with the Palestinians, only to be answered with unmitigated terrorism and unending incitement. Over the past ten years, we have watched in horror and frustration as Palestinian terrorist organizations—whether tolerated by or overtly supported by the Palestinian Authority—have targeted buses, restaurants, hotels, nightclubs, and households in a relentless terrorist campaign that has claimed the lives of over one thousand Israelis and dozens of Americans. Because we know that you share our profound grief over the loss of so many innocent lives to acts of terrorism, we are writing to express our hope that irrespective of who assumes leadership of the Palestinian Authority, you will, rather than discuss further concessions from Israel, instead continue to insist that the Palestinian Authority abdicate incitement and act forcefully against terrorism.

As you have said on several occasions, Yasser Arafat is an obstacle to peace, and his exclusion from any discussions about the future of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a necessary step for achieving peace between Israel and its neighbors. At the same time, however, it is imperative to keep in mind that while the isolation of Arafat is a necessary step in any movement toward peace, it is not by itself sufficient. Any Palestinian leader that emerges to replace Arafat must be held to the same fundamental standards with respect to terrorism and incitement and must prove himself to be a substantive improvement over Arafat, rather than a mere cosmetic adjustment.

Former Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas, in spite of the hope that many of us had placed in him, ultimately failed to meaningfully confront terrorism or end incitement, and refused to even acknowledge Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish state. Instead of confronting terrorist organizations, Abbas brokered a “cease-fire” arrangement with them, during which such groups were able to re-group and engage in deadlier attacks at a later time, as well as enhance the range of the Qassam rocket so that Israeli population centers could be targeted from a greater distance. Abbas’s replacement, Prime Minister Ahmed Qureia—who has been hand-picked by Arafat—has indicated in recent statements that he also has no intention of confronting terrorist organizations, and that he too, intends to broker yet another clearly artificial “cease-fire” arrangement that would leave the terror networks untouched.

Throughout the course of peace-making efforts since 1993, both the United States and Israel have consistently come to the negotiating table with the sincere intention of finding a peaceful resolution to this conflict. If the last ten years have taught us anything, it is that no peace initiative can succeed if the Palestinians do not truly share that same intention. The Palestinians must demonstrate that they share this intention not merely by shifting leaders, but by taking concrete, decisive actions that are indicative of a people that genuinely wants peace with Israel.

As strong supporters of the War on Terror, we feel it is imperative to convey to any current or future leader of the Palestinian Authority that it is unacceptable to allow, encourage, or engage in terrorism and incitement against Israel, and that such behavior will not produce statehood or any other political gains.  Doing so will not only help ensure the security of our democratic ally Israel, but will also help ensure that the War on Terror maintains its clarity and credibility throughout the world. 

              Very truly yours,

_____________________________


              ____________________________

          JOE WILSON (R-SC)
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