July 23, 2003

Cosponsor the Credit Card Abuse Prevention Act

Government issued credit cards used for prostitution, gambling and cruises …

What will you tell your constituents when they see these headlines?

“Critics of the military’s oversight also jumped on the finding that more than $200,000 was charged for prostitution, jewelry, cruises, baseball games and gambling. The investigators found that 50 cardholders spent more than $13,000 at two legalized brothels in Nevada. The transactions were recorded as ‘James Fine Dining’ and ‘Chicken Ranch.’” Sarah Lunday, Military personnel aren’t paying off credit cards, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Nov. 17, 2002, at 15A.

“Agriculture Department employees used government credit cards to pay tuition for bartender school, to buy Ozzy Osbourne concert tickets, lingerie and tattoos and to make a down payment on a car.” Emily Gersema, Audit: concert tickets, tattoos put on Ag Dept. credit cards, Savannah Morning News, July 12, 2003, at 1A.

“Auditors found cases where employees used cards to pay phone bills and rent, to have their cars repaired and to buy household furnishings and jewelry. They also found instances where charge cards were used to get wire transfer cash advances, sometimes thousands of dollars, from casinos.” Robert Gehrke, Interior employees charged casino cash, jewelry to taxpayers; The department takes steps to stop credit-card abuse that led to 40 firings since 1998, The Grand Rapids Press, April 11, 2002, at A12.

“Credit cards issued to Air Force personnel were used for a down payment on a sapphire ring, a Las Vegas casino party where drinks were plentiful and for mounting a deer head at the Air Force Academy after a road kill accident, congressional investigators have found.” Air Force misusing credit cards - Investigation shows personnel ran up $5 million in debt on gambling, leisure, Journal - Gazette, Dec. 20, 2002, at 2A.


For talking points and a draft of this legislation, please e-mail my Legislative Assistant Dino Teppara at Dino.Teppara@mail.house.gov or call 226-8241.

Very truly yours,



JOE WILSON

Member of Congress

