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Bachmann Provides Alternatives to Women in Need

New Legislation Ensures Holistic Approach to Family Services

(Washington, D.C.) – This week, Congresswoman Michele Bachmann introduced the Positive Alternatives Act, bipartisan legislation to improve the family services offered through the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program.  

TANF funds are given to states in the form of block grants and can be used for a variety of support services for both families and individuals.  The Positive Alternatives Act would ensure states have the flexibility to use their TANF block grant dollars to offer pregnant women alternative-to-abortion services. This includes information or counseling that promotes childbirth instead of abortion and assists pregnant women in making informed decisions about parenting or adoption.

“Temporary assistance to needy families, if administered properly, should undertake a holistic approach,” said Bachmann.  “We cannot regard the help needed by women in difficult circumstances in a narrow, one dimensional way.”

Currently, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services permits some states to use their TANF funding for alternative-to-abortion services.  However, this allowable use of funds is subject to interpretation by those administering the TANF program.  The Positive Alternatives Act would codify this flexibility of TANF funds and ensure that states may offer women diverse services at a critical time in their lives.

Bachmann continued, “Women with unplanned pregnancies face many challenges.  Groups that can help women navigate these challenges and empower them through counseling should be included in the expansive tent of TANF eligible services.”
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