Support Second Amendment Rights on Federal Lands

Become a Cosponsor of the Protecting Americans from Violent Crime Act of 2008
February 14, 2008

Dear Colleague:

As the elected representatives of our constituents, it is our foremost responsibility to uphold and defend the rights guaranteed to Americans in the Constitution of the United States.  However, since 1983, the National Park Service (NPS) and the National Wildlife Refuge System (NWRS) have prohibited law-abiding citizens from exercising their right to keep and bear arms on federal land without any response from Congress.  Accordingly, I introduced the Protecting Americans from Violent Crime Act of 2008, which would prohibit the NPS and the NWRS from creating and enforcing regulations that infringe on 2nd Amendment rights.

The NPS and NWRS gun bans raise safety concerns as well as constitutional concerns.  Numerous press reports have indicated that violence in our Nation’s parks has increased significantly in recent years.  This increase is especially obvious in parks around our borders, where dangerous smugglers and illegal aliens pose a considerable risk to Americans enjoying our National Park system.  Because of these regulations, many are not able to protect themselves on federal land.   These reports demonstrate the NPS and NWRS’ policies are not only unconstitutional—they put the lives of innocent people at an undue risk.

While other unelected federal land management agencies such as the Bureau of Land Management and the Forestry Service have refrained from making regulations regarding the possession of firearms, the NPS and NWRS refuse to move from their position after 25 years of consideration. 

Please join me in sponsoring the Protecting Americans from Violent Crime Act of 2008, to ensure the rights and safety of American citizens in our Nation’s parks and federal lands.  If you would like to become a cosponsor or obtain more information, please contact Andy Koenig in my office at x6-1760, or andy.koenig@mail.house.gov. 









Yours respectfully, 









/s/









JEB HENSARLING









Member of Congress

