February 2008

Support Fallen Heroes! 

Cosponsor legislation that makes it a federal crime to desecrate the grave of a fallen soldier buried on private property.

Dear Colleague,

Last fall, Lance Corporal Jeremy Burris from Liberty Texas was killed during his tour of duty in Iraq. At the funeral, this young marine was honored by his entire hometown for his heroism. 

But a few days after his funeral, outlaws desecrated Jeremy’s gravesite. Cemetery officials found flags, posters and floral arrangements ripped up and strewn about the gravesite. Texas police have arrested a man who is accused of vandalizing the gravesite in order to resell parts of the floral arrangements that were left in Jeremy’s memory. 

This outlaw has been charged with a state felony, but no federal provision exists that would protect Jeremy’s grave from vandalism. While federal law protects the gravesites of military men and women who are buried on public property, it does not protect the gravesites of service members who are buried on private property. 

I urge you to join me today in supporting H.R. 5131, the Lance Corporal Jeremy Burris Act, a bill that would amend federal law and make it a federal crime to vandalize the grave of a member of the Armed Services, whether that member is buried on public or private property.

Let’s make sure the honor of the men and women who have so faithfully served our country is preserved. 

If you have any questions or would like to become a cosponsor, please contact Nicole Hunt on my staff at: 5-6565 or by email at: nicole.hunt@mail.house.gov.   

Sincerely,

 

 

TED POE

Member of Congress
