Section by Section of the

Zeroing In American (ZIA) Energy Act

Rep. Stevan Pearce (R-NM)
To establish a new solar energy future for America through public-private partnership and energy leasing for reliable and affordable energy for the American people, and for other purposes.

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Zeroing In American Energy Act of 2008’’.

SECTION . 2. FINDINGS.

This section makes five findings including that: (1) clean energy future requires new innovative technologies; (2) Solar energy offers the United States tremendous domestic energy opportunities; (3) The Southwestern United States is the Saudi Arabia of solar energy; (4) The publication Scientific American, in its January of 2008 issue, theorized a ‘‘Grand Plan for Solar’’ that suggests theoretically solar power could provide 69 percent of America’s electricity by 2050; and (5) Establishing a new solar energy future will require a strong public-private partnership.

SECTION 3 - DEVELOPING SOLAR ENERGY ON FEDERAL LANDS.


This section establishes a Solar Energy Leasing program in the Department of Interior through the Bureau of Land Management.  The Secretary of Interior, in conjunction with Secretary of Energy, shall identify 6.4 Million acres of BLM Land in the States of Arizona, California, New Mexico, Nevada, and Utah.  These lands should be suitable for the installation and operation of photovoltaic and concentrating solar power energy systems.


These lands shall then be leased in parcels between 1280 and 12800 acre sections on a 10 year timeline: 

1. 2010, 79,012 acres

2.  2011 316,049 acres.

3. 2012, 711,111acres

4. 2013, 1,300,000 acres.

5. 2014, 2,000,000 acres.

6. 2015, 2,800,000 acres.

7. 2016, 3,700,000 acres.

8. 2017, 4,650,000 acres.

9. 2018, 5,800,000 acres.

10. 2019, 6,400,000 acres.

Lands under this act shall not include areas of the National Landscape Conservation System, Wilderness or Wilderness Study Areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers, National Scenic and Historic Trails, Monuments or Resource Natural Areas.

Leasing will be done under a competitive lease sale.

SECTION 4 - ROYALTY.

Solar energy produced on these lands shall be subject to a royalty as compensation to the United States, this royalty will be shared equally with the State and County where the land is located.  The royalty rate is:

(A) 0.25 percent per kw/h on energy produced under the lease in years 1 through 5 of the lease;
(B) 0.5 percent per kw/h on energy produced under the lease in years 5 through 15 of the lease;
(C) 1 percent per kw/h on energy produced under the lease in years 15 through 30 of the lease; and
(D) 1 percent per kw/h on energy produced under the lease after year 30.

SECTION  5. PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT.

Establishes a PEIS for development of the Solar Lands Leased under this Act. 
SECTION 6. STUDIES 
Calls for studies not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act for:

(A) Federal lands available for compressed air energy storage system;
(B) barriers to additional access to Federal lands for transmission of energy produced under leases awarded under the solar energy leasing program under this Act; and
(C) the need for energy transmission corridors on public lands to address identified congestion or constraints.

