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Congressman Flake Disappointed that Democrats Take Step Backwards on Earmark Reform
Defense Bill Circumvents Executive Order Intended to Bring More Transparency to Earmark Process

 

Washington, D.C. – Republican Congressman Jeff Flake, who represents Arizona’s Sixth District, today expressed disappointment that House Democrats have included a provision in the defense authorization bill that exempts the bill’s earmarks from President Bush’s executive order on earmarks.

 

            President Bush’s executive order requires earmarks to be included in the actual legislative language of bills, rather than in conference or committee reports, where they are typically inserted.  The executive order subjects earmarks to more transparency and accountability.

 

            Congressman Flake drafted an amendment that would have eliminated the provision, but his amendment was not ruled in order.

 

            “For all of the talk about transparency and accountability in the earmark process, House Democrats have just taken a huge step backwards,” said Flake.
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