SUPPORT TAIWAN

Cosponsor H.Con.Res. 250, H.Con.Res. 137, and H.Con.Res. 73 

Taiwan is an important ally of the United States. Not only has Taiwan offered aid in the war against global terrorism, but the island nation has also helped prevent drug trafficking, money laundering, and copyright infringements. Moreover, the Taiwanese government continues to protect U.S. citizens and U.S. interests in Taiwan and has provided generous humanitarian assistance for rebuilding Afghanistan and Iraq.
During my time in Congress, I have been fortunate to have many Taiwanese friends—friends who understand the importance of free markets and freedom of thought.  What’s more, the Taiwanese people lead by example, proving that a free society is a strong society. In many ways, our economic prosperity depends on a mutually beneficial trade relationship between Taiwan and the United States. Please join me in supporting the following resolutions that would demonstrate our goodwill and commitment to further strengthening the long and fruitful U.S.-Taiwan relationship. 

· H.Con.Res. 250, Calling for Taiwan to be allowed UN membership (40 bi-partisan cosponsors)

· Taiwan is the only democratically-governed nation in the world not represented in the United Nations.  

· It is only fitting that 23 million people, who freely elect their own government, should have one vote in the General Assembly of the United Nations.

· H.Con.Res. 137, Calling for a free trade agreement between the U.S. and Taiwan (36 bi-partisan cosponsors)
· The United States is Taiwan’s third largest trading partner. While only the 49th largest country by population, Taiwan has the 21st largest economy in the world. 

· Taiwan is the United States’ ninth largest trading partner, with trade flows between the two totaling $64.6 billion in 2007. 

· Taiwan is the tenth-largest market for U.S. exports, with $26.4 billion worth of goods delivered from the United States in 2007.
· H.Con.Res. 73, Expressing sense of Congress that the U.S. should resume normal diplomatic relations with Taiwan (10 bi-partisan cosponsors)

· Taiwan maintains more than 100 quasi-embassies and most of these countries (including the U.S.) operate a reciprocal mission in Taipei. It’s time for us to make our relationship official.

All around the globe, countries are awakening from totalitarianism, holding free elections, and liberalizing their economies. In Taiwan, we see a wonderful example of a nation that moved past one-party rule and became a full democracy—a nation that now uses liberty to fuel its economic engine.  We, the democratically elected legislators of the U.S., should stand up for our counterparts in Taiwan and ensure the continued support of our valued ally. For more information, or to co-sponsor any of these resolutions, please contact Rachel.Houston@mail.house.gov or call 5-4465. 

Sincerely,

Scott Garrett

Member of Congress
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