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Davis Applauds Supreme Court Decision to

Overturn the D.C. Gun Ban

Washington, D.C.— Today, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down the District of Columbia’s ban on handguns.  In a 5-4 ruling in D.C. v. Heller, the Court upheld a federal appeals court ruling that the 32-year-old ban is unconstitutional. 

Since 1976, Washington, D.C. has maintained one of the most restrictive and unreasonable gun laws in the nation.  The D.C. gun ban outlawed the private ownership of handguns for all residents except for law enforcement officers.  This is the first Second Amendment case that the Supreme Court has ruled on since 1939.  
Congressman Geoff Davis stated, “The Supreme Court’s decision today affirms what we have known all along: that the Second Amendment guarantees the right of an individual to own a firearm.  Many citizens choose to own a firearm for a variety of reasons, including sport, collections or to protect their home and family.  Any or all of these are good reasons.  Efforts to fight crime should be directed at punishing criminals, not violating the rights of law-abiding citizens.  Today, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of freedom and democracy by overturning this unlawful ban.”
Earlier this year, Congressman Geoff Davis joined more than three hundred Representatives and Senators in signing an amicus brief.  The brief encouraged the Supreme Court to uphold the appellate court’s decision and overturn D.C.’s unconstitutional gun ban.  You can read the amicus brief by visiting http://www.house.gov/hensarling/rsc/doc/congress_amicus_brief_4.pdf.  
You can access the entire opinion of the Supreme Court by visiting http://www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/07slipopinion.html
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