SUPPORT “GOOGLE FOR GOVERNMENT”

Co-Sponsor H.R. 6411, the Strengthening Transparency and Accountability in Federal Spending Act of 2008

Dear Colleague,

            Launched in December 2007, USASpending.gov was created as a portal for citizens to learn more about how their tax dollars are being spent, cataloguing nearly $1 trillion in federal grants, contracts, loans and other spending. Available in a searchable, regularly-updated format, USASpending.gov has been an important tool for increasing government transparency and promoting fiscal accountability. 

            Our bill, H.R. 6411, the Strengthening Transparency and Accountability in Federal Spending Act of 2008, would introduce a host of improvements to USASpending.gov, making the site more user-friendly and expanding its breadth of available information. By including viewable copies of federal contracts, competitive bidding data, earmarks, criminal and legal violations against contractors, tax compliance, and much more, H.R. 6411 will expand USASpending.gov into a far more comprehensive and versatile database of federal spending.

             H.R. 6411 will also make USASpending.gov more accessible and user-friendly for citizens less familiar with federal contracting and grant procedures, including a simple public reporting method to track and correct errors. By auditing website data every six months, our bill will ensure a high standard of quality for all information posted on the site.

            This legislation is identical to the Senate companion bill, S. 3077, introduced by Senators Barack Obama (IL) and Tom Coburn (OK). Senators John McCain (AZ) and Tom Carper (DE) are original co-sponsors. 

            We hope you will join us in supporting this important legislation to make government spending more accessible and transparent for millions of American taxpayers.

            For more information, or to become a co-sponsor, please contact Jesse Young in Mr. Murphy’s office at 5-4476 or Martin Green in Mr. Souder’s office at 5-4436. 

Sincerely,

Chris Murphy                                      Mark Souder

Edolphus Towns                                 Virginia Foxx

Wm. Lacy Clay                                   John Shadegg

