Expedite energy exploration lease applications!

Become a co-sponsor of the Federal Exploration and Production Reform Act of 2008

July 17, 2008

Dear Colleague:

In light of the recent debate on oil and gas leases currently being held by energy companies, I encourage you to join me in co-sponsoring H.R. 6379, the Federal Exploration and Production Reform Act of 2008.  This legislation streamlines the application approval process for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to evaluate permits for exploration and production in both offshore and onshore federal lands. 

Energy companies who are leasing federal lands must submit an Application for Permit to Drill (APD) to the BLM.  In 2007, the average time to process an APD was 213 days.  It takes nearly half a year of valuable time to process an application; time that could be used for energy exploration and production.  In addition, the slow response time has swamped the BLM.  In 2007 alone, the BLM finished the year with a backlog of 5,379 APD’s.

H.R. 6379 creates a more efficient process for the BLM to approve applications and expedite energy exploration and production.  For Exploration, a permit must be certified as “complete” within 10 days of submission, or the lessee must be notified that their application is incomplete and be instructed on how it can be completed.  Once an application is deemed complete, it must be processed within 30 days.  If it is denied, the lessee must be given detailed instructions on how an application can be revised as to receive approval

This legislation also requires a permit for production must be certified as “complete” within 30 days of submission, or the lessee must be notified that their application is incomplete and be instructed on how it can be completed.  Once an application is deemed complete, it must be processed within 120 days.  If it is denied, the lessee must be given detailed instructions on how an APD can be revised so as to receive approval.

These new guidelines for the BLM to approve and process onshore and offshore oil and gas leases will streamline the application process for energy companies leasing federal lands.  As gas prices continue to increase, this legislation will ensure we continue to move towards domestic energy production and energy independence by providing oil companies with the ability to obtain leases as quickly and efficiently as possible.  If you would like to be added as a co-sponsor, please contact Michelle Altman, in my office, at michelle.altman@mail.house.gov.







Sincerely, 







Mary Fallin






Member of Congress

