July 15, 2008

Dear Colleague,

Yesterday, President Bush lifted the Executive Order banning oil exploration on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). This Congress has a responsibility to the American people to quickly follow suit in order to put our country on a path to energy independence and provide immediate relief to the rising cost of gas.        

Last week, I introduced H.R. 6428, the “Grown American Supply” (GAS) Act. The GAS Act will not only increase American supply of oil and natural gas, it will also use a portion of the revenues generated from new offshore activity to pay down our national debt and help make the Social Security Trust Funds solvent. The GAS Act will: 

· Lift the current longstanding Congressional moratoria on the OCS and federal oil shale lands in Wyoming, Utah, and Colorado, thereby reducing our dependence on Middle Eastern oil;

· Put the decision to drill within 75 miles of the coast in the hands of coastal states; 

· Provide incentives to drill more quickly on current leases; 

· Encourage energy production in new areas by providing participating states with 50% of revenues from energy exploration and development;

· For coastal states that have drilling off their coast, provides them with a greater share of bonus bids and royalty payments

· Dedicates the federal share of OCS revenues from new areas of exploration to debt reduction and the Social Security Trust Fund

Please join me and the majority of the American people in increasing our domestic supply of oil and natural gas. To co-sponsor the GAS Act, contact Megan Bel in my office at 5-3015.

Sincerely,

Steve Scalise

Member of Congress

