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Support Congress’ Authority to Provide “Advice and Consent” on America’s Envoy to Taiwan

Cosponsor H.R. 1390

Dear Colleague,

The American Institute in Taiwan or “AIT” (established by the Taiwan Relations Act) essentially functions as the U.S. Embassy in Taipei – providing services and consular protection to U.S. citizens on the island, as well as carrying out programs, transactions, and other bilateral relations with the people and elected leaders of Taiwan.  

AIT officials are paid with U.S. government funds, their e-mail accounts use government addresses and their overall activities are essentially the same as other officials serving our country in U.S. Embassies and Consulates around the world.  This goes for the AIT Director as well – whose functions are very much indistinguishable from those of other U.S. Ambassadors.  

Given that the functions of AIT and the responsibilities of its chief are largely identical to those of a U.S. Embassy and Ambassador, it makes sense that the appointment of the Director ought to involve the advice and consent of the Senate.  

Making this simple change to require Senate confirmation of the AIT Director will have many benefits.  For starters, it will put a legislative “stamp of approval” on whoever is appointed to this important position – giving future Directors more legitimacy and credibility with the American people, as well as Taiwan’s elected leaders and citizens.  It will also give the legislative branch the opportunity to consider the qualifications and expertise of potential AIT nominees the same way these factors are considered for other ambassadors and administration appointees.  Finally, confirmation hearings will provide an opportunity for the legislative and executive branches to exchange views about developments in the Taiwan Strait and discuss what U.S. priorities and policies in the region ought to be.  

Given the strategic importance of the U.S.-Taiwan relationship, why wouldn’t we want to apply the same level of scrutiny to our prospective representative in Taipei that we already apply to the individual who heads our mission in, say, Barbados?  

Countless administration appointees for various foreign and domestic policy related positions already require Senate confirmation, and this important position should be no different.

 

Please contact Mac Zimmerman at x.66990 for more information, or to be a cosponsor of H.R. 1390.

Sincerely,

Tom Tancredo, M.C. 

Current Cosponsors:  Brown (SC), McCotter, Souder, Rohrabacher, Inglis
