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Blackburn Applauds FCC Decision to

Drop Cable Mandate Proposal

Announces Plans to Introduce "Consumer Freedom of Choice in Cable Act"; Legislation to Repeal the Commission's 70/70 Authority

November 28 -- In the wake of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) decision to postpone action on a proposal to introduce new industry-specific mandates on cable television providers, Rep. Marsha Blackburn (TN-07) announced new legislation to repeal section 612(g) of the Communications Act, commonly known as the "70/70" rule.   
"The Commission is to be commended for postponing plans to implement new, unnecessary and wrong headed mandates on the cable industry by employing the so-called '70/70' authority.  As several Commissioners made clear last night, the Commission lacks sufficient data necessary to employ this draconian regulatory authority in an effort to circumvent consumer choice in the subscription television marketplace."

Section 612(g) of the Communications Act provides the FCC authority to further regulate cable providers after finding marketplace penetration of more than 70% of the subscription television market.

"Chairman Martin's decision to dust off Section 612(g) authority calls into question whether the '70/70' rule is relevant in today's modern, highly competitive world of subscription television.  Consumers not only have more choices than ever before, they are increasingly exercising their freedom to choose between cable, satellite, and telephone providers on their own terms.  Unlike 1984, when Congress passed '70/70' rule, there is no longer a single, dominant player in the subscription television industry.  

'70/70' authority is therefore anachronistic at best, and potentially dangerous at worst.  The statute provides the FCC authority to unilaterally regulate an industry, yet does not demand sound, scientific data to back up market penetration claim.  In so doing, '70/70' authority allows for potentially nefarious abuse under a guise to regulate an already vibrant and competitive industry.  The Consumer Freedom of Choice in Cable Act will eliminate that threat."

Rep. Blackburn is a Member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, the primary committee of jurisdiction for issues related to telecommunications and the Internet.  
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