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Congressman Flake Urges President to Have More Courage than Congress to Cut Earmarks 

President Should Use His Authority to Block

Earmark Waste in 2008 Spending Bills

Washington, D.C. – Republican Congressman Jeff Flake, who represents Arizona’s Sixth District, applauded President Bush’s comments dealing with earmarks at today’s White House press conference.

The President highlighted the inclusion of nearly 12,000 earmarks in the omnibus and defense spending bills as evidence that Congress needs to further curb pet projects.  Bush indicated that he would instruct OMB Director Jim Nussle to review options for dealing with the wasteful spending. 

“Taxpayers deserve better than having their tax dollars wasted on vanity earmarks like the Charles B. Rangel Center for Public Service and the Lewis Center for Education Research, or more than $800 million worth of airdropped earmarks that never received even a cursory vetting,” said Flake.

“The President already has the power to block the funding for Congressional earmarks that are included in conference and committee reports instead of the bill text,” said Flake.  “This would apply to the vast majority of earmarks passed in the omnibus bill.”
“I’m glad he’s giving taxpayers a promise to reduce waste as an early Christmas present and I hope that he uses the power that he has to block funding for these wasteful earmarks,” said Flake.
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