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Federally Funded Flying Fish?

$500,000 Federal Grant Pays for Extreme Plane Makeover

The FY03 appropriations omnibus created and appropriated $10 million for the Alaska Fisheries Marketing Board (AFMB), a non-profit, which since its inception has received $10 million annually in federal funding.  Out of its federal funds, the AFMB gave Alaska Airlines a $500,000 grant to paint a Boeing 737 to look like a Chinook salmon.   According to news reports, the plane, which has been dubbed the “Salmon-Thirty-Salmon,” is designed to promote the wild Alaskan seafood, as well as to highlight Alaska Airline’s contribution in transporting seafood out of the state. 
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        Source: Anchorage Daily News, Oct. 2, 2005
Federal Fish Food

· Senate Appropriations Committee member Ted Stevens, in a six page press release outlining over $165 million in Alaska earmarks from the FY03 Omnibus Appropriations bill, announced his role in establishing the Alaska Fisheries Marketing Board.

· $30 million has been appropriated for the AFMB since its 2003 inception. 

· $500,000 grant was given by AFMB to Alaska Airlines for a federally subsidized marketing campaign promoting private salmon sales and Alaska Airlines.

· According to news reports, State Senator Ben Stevens, son of Senator Ted Stevens, is the chairman of the AFMB.

· The “Salmon-Thirty-Salmon” aircraft made its first flight, departing from the Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport, on October 2, 2005. 

· Bill Hines, the board’s executive director stated, “You have a flying billboard going all over the West Coast…” 

Sources: Anchorage Daily News, Oct. 2, 2005
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·  $2 million for Washington Pacific Salmon Grants (FY05)

·  $1.1 million for research of baby food made from salmon (FY05)

· $1.1 million for Alaska seafood marketing (FY04)

· $631,000 for Alaska alternative salmon products (FY04)

·  $631,000 for Arkansas salmon product research (FY03)
·  $220 million total for Alaskan salmon fisheries (FY02)

Source: Citizens Against Government Waste
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