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H.R. 6344—The Responsive Government Act of 2008

H.R. 6344—The Responsive Government Act of 2008
(Delahunt, D-Mass)
Order of Business:  The bill is scheduled to be considered on Monday, June 23, 2008, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill.

Summary:   H.R. 6344 would authorize U.S. district and circuit court judges to waive court filing deadlines in certain emergency circumstances which make it impractical for entities to comply with filing requirements.  The bill would allow judges to waive deadlines for up to 14 days.  The bill would also authorize the Director of the Patent and Trademark Office to waive patent and trade filing, application, and registration deadlines in emergency situations.

Additional Background:   Under current law, deadlines for filing official material for federal courts and the Patent and Trademark Office are mandated by statute and may not be waived by judges or federal officials.  H.R. 6344 is meant to address filing delays that are related to natural disasters, terrorist attacks, and other disasters.  The bill would give judges, or the Patent and Trademark Office, the authority to waive deadlines for up to two weeks in situations that they deem are appropriate.  The measure is similar to legislation that passed in the House in July of 2006 (H.R. 3729), which was sponsored by Rep. Sensenbrenner and passed the House by a vote of 363 - 0. 
Committee Action:  H.R. 6344 was introduced on June 23, 2008, and no official action was taken.
Cost to Taxpayers:  A CBO score for H.R. 6344 was not available.
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?  No.
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-Sector Mandates?   No.
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?   A Committee Report for H.R. 6344 was not available.
Constitutional Authority:  A Committee Report for H.R. 6344 was not available.
RSC Staff Contact:  Andy Koenig; andy.koenig@mail.house.gov; 202-226-9717.

Summary of the Bills Under Consideration Today:





Total Number of New Government Programs:  0





Total Cost of Discretionary Authorizations:  $0





Effect on Revenue:  $0





Total Change in Mandatory Spending:  $0





Total New State & Local Government Mandates: 0





Total New Private Sector Mandates:  0





Number of Bills Without Committee Reports:  1





Number of Reported Bills that Don’t Cite Specific Clauses of Constitutional Authority: 0
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