[image: image1.jpg]Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-TX), Chairman
Russ Vought, Executive Director

RS C 132 Cannon House Office Building

Republican Study Committee Washington, DC 20515

www house.gov/hensarling/rsc. Ph (202) 2269717 / fax (202) 226-1633



Legislative Bulletin…………………………….………December 11, 2007

Contents: 
H.R. 4343—Fair Treatment for Experienced Pilots Act
H.R. 4341—To extend the trade adjustment assistance program under the Trade Act of 1974 for 3 months

H.R. 4343—Fair Treatment for Experienced Pilots Act 
(Oberstar, D-MN)

Order of Business:  H.R. 4343 is expected to be considered on Tuesday, December 11, 2007, on a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill.
Summary:  H.R. 4343 would increase the age limit for commercial pilots serving multi-crew operations from age 60 to age 65.  The bill would sunset the current law on the date of enactment.  

The bill would prohibit pilots over 60 from being subject to different medical requirements unless it was determined that additional requirements were necessary.  The bill would require that at least one pilot on international flights departing from the U.S. be under 60 years of age.  H.R. 4343 would also require air carriers to increase certain training and qualification programs for pilots over the age of 60.

Finally, the bill would require the GAO to conduct and report a study on the effects of the increased age limit within two years of enactment.
Additional Information:   The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Reauthorization Act (H.R. 2881), which passed earlier this year by a vote of 267 – 151, contained a provision raising the age limitation on commercial pilots to 65.  However, as it now seems unlikely that the FAA Reauthorization Act will be enacted in the near future, the measure is being offered as a stand-alone measure. 
Committee Action:  H.R. 4343 is expected to be introduced on the floor today.
Cost to Taxpayer:  A CBO score for H.R. 4343 was unavailable.  

Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?  No.

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-Sector Mandates?  No. 
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?  An earmarks/revenue benefits statement required under House Rule XXI, Clause 9(a) was not available at press time.
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is unavailable.  House Rule XIII, Section 3(d)(1), requires that all committee reports contain “a statement citing the specific powers granted to Congress in the Constitution to enact the law proposed by the bill or joint resolution.”

RSC Staff Contact:  Andy Koenig; andy.koenig@mail.house.gov; 202-226-9717.
H.R. 4341—To extend the trade adjustment assistance program under the Trade Act of 1974 for 3 months (Levin, D-MI)
Order of Business:  H.R. 4341 is expected to be considered on Tuesday, December 11, 2007, on a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill.
Summary:  H.R. 4341 would authorize the extension of certain Trade Adjust Assistance (TAA) Programs for three months, until March 31, 2008.  Under current law, the authority for TAA for Firms, TAA for Farmers and Fishermen, and TAA for Workers is scheduled to expire on December 31, 2007.
Additional Information:   Legislation reauthorizing and expanding the Trade Adjustment Assistance program (H.R. 3920) was passed in the House by a vote 264 – 157 on October 31, 2007, and is being considered in the Senate.  The bill will not become law before the program’s expiration on December 31, 2007.  Thus, until the comprehensive TAA reform and reauthorization bill is passed and enacted into law, this extension ensures that individuals and firms that are thought to be adversely affected by trade are given assistance.

In order to extend the TAA for farmers program for three months, the bill authorizes and appropriates $9 million through March 31, 2007.  According to the committee, “the language in the underlying law, extending the Adjustment Assistance for Farmers program required authorizing and appropriating funds to cover the cost of the program for the duration of the extension.”  The authorization and immediate appropriation is scored by CBO as $9 million in mandatory spending.

The mandatory spending in the bill would be offset in two ways.  First, by raising the amount of any required installment of corporate estimated tax due in July, August, or September of 2012 from 106.25% to 106.5%.  Second, by extending certain customs duties for commercial vessels and trucks, which are slated to expire on December 13, 2014, for one week.

For more information on TAA programs, please visit: 

http://www.doleta.gov/tradeact/benefits.cfm.   
Possible Conservative Concerns:  Some conservatives have expressed significant concerns about the TAA program as it exists now.  For example, TAA’s existence implies that trade liberalization is something that needs correction by the federal government, as opposed to free-market forces.  TAA implies that the net effects of trade liberalization are negative, when study after study has shown that the combined impact of innovation and reduced barriers to trade has delivered a huge positive impact on the U.S. economy.
Committee Action:  H.R. 4341 was introduced on August 3, 2007, and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, which held a mark-up on September 18, 2007, and reported the bill, as amended, by voice vote.
Cost to Taxpayer:  A CBO score for H.R. 4341 was unavailable.  However, a CBO score for the previous three month extension (H.R. 3375) stated that the bill would authorize $4 million in FY 2008 and increase mandatory spending by $9 million in FY 2008.

Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?  No.

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-Sector Mandates?  No. 
Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?  An earmarks/revenue benefits statement required under House Rule XXI, Clause 9(a) was not available at press time.
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is unavailable.  House Rule XIII, Section 3(d)(1), requires that all committee reports contain “a statement citing the specific powers granted to Congress in the Constitution to enact the law proposed by the bill or joint resolution.”

RSC Staff Contact:  Andy Koenig; andy.koenig@mail.house.gov; 202-226-9717.
###
Summary of the Bills Under Consideration Today:





Total Number of New Government Programs:  0





Total Cost of Discretionary Authorizations:  $4 million in FY 2008


Effect on Revenue: 0





Total Change in Mandatory Spending: Increased by $9 million





Total New State & Local Government Mandates: 0





Total New Private Sector Mandates:  0





Number of Bills Without Committee Reports:  2





Number of Reported Bills that Don’t Cite Specific Clauses of Constitutional Authority:  0
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