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Prepared Remarks of Rep. Wally Herger 
"On Importance of Colombia Free Trade Agreement"

Press Event Hosted by Emergency Committee for American Trade

"Congress needs to pass the Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement without delay.  
"Colombia is a strong, pro-free market ally of the United States, and the 3rd largest economy in South America.  Increased two-way trade between our nations would mean more consumers of U.S. goods, new markets for America's farm produce, and more jobs for U.S. workers.  
"Colombia has had its share of hardship in recent years, and has rebounded thanks to the outstanding leadership of President Uribe.  Everyone wants to see reduced violence in Colombia - including violence targeted at unionists - and the President has confronted this challenge head-on, making great progress.  This is a record of accomplishment we should applaud and support. 
"If we do not, if Congress fails to implement this agreement in a timely way, this would underscore the rhetoric of Marxists like Venezuela's strongman Hugo Chavez that we are not a reliable partner.  Other nations - like Canada - have recognized Colombia as a valuable trading partner, and we should too by approving the U.S-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement as soon as possible.  
"I'd like to thank my friend and colleague Greg Meeks for his leadership, proving that trade is not a Republican or Democratic issue.  It's an issue that concerns all American workers, families, farmers and businesses.  I'd also like to thank Terry McGraw and ECAT for their advocacy of trade, and for hosting this event. " 
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