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March 22, 2006

Commissioner Mark Everson
Internal Revenue Service

1111 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20224

Commissioner Everson:

I have serious concerns about a pending IRS proposal to weaken privacy protections for
American taxpayers by allowing tax preparers to sell information provided on returns to
marketers and data-collection companies. :

As you well are aware, tax returns contain extremely sensitive personal and financial
information, including income, home ownership, employment status, investments and
other assets, number and age of children, type of vehicle, and even charitable donations.
Congress rightly recognized the highly private nature of this information and prohibited
tax preparers from using tax-filing information for any other purpose than preparing the
taxpayer’s return. Under your proposal, this data now could be sold to the highest bidder.

In an age of security breaches and identity theft, it’s more important than ever to
safeguard the treasure trove of sensitive information in tax filings. Uncle Sam should be
setting the gold standard for protecting personal information, not creating a pot of gold
for data brokers and other corporations. As such, I urge you to prohibit tax preparers
from disclosing information gleaned from tax returns to other parties, such as marketers
and data brokers.

As your agency develops its new rule on sharing information in tax returns, please keep
these concerns in mind. Ilook forward to your response to my letter.

Sincerely

Ay
¥ Member of Congress
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