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SEPARATE AND “UNEQUAL TREATMENT” IN HEALTH CARE
Congressman Jesse L. Jackson, Jr. secured funding in the FY 2000 budget to gather scientific evidence of what many patients and health care providers have long suspected—ethnic bias in medicine.  That evidence was released this week by the Institute of Medicine (IOM), in its report “Unequal Treatment: Confronting Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health Care.”

Congressman Jackson said, “ It continues to be deeply troubling to face racial and ethnic disparities in health care, as well as the long-standing controversy surrounding their existence.  However,  I am pleased that ‘Unequal Treatment’ now offers indisputable evidence that these disparities are real.  As a member of the Labor-Health and Education Subcommittee, I have heard overwhelming evidence from both patients and physicians that these disparities are present and pose major problems across the United States.  This unacceptable fact contributes greatly to the tremendous health status gap that exists between minority and majority populations.  It is unconscionable that in the 21st Century minorities continue to suffer disproportionately from virtually every disease.

“If we are to make any progress in this high priority area, we must take immediate action to improve health access and quality of care for minority and medically underserved populations.  That is why I applaud ‘Unequal Treatment’ not only for officially documenting  the disparities and their impact on health care delivery and outcomes, but for its insightful recommendations.

“I look forward to working with my colleagues to fill the prescription given to us by ‘Unequal Treatment.’  Congress can be very instrumental in increasing the number of represented minorities in the health professions, promoting cultural competency training in all health professions education, expanding biomedical research on health status disparities, and strengthening patient protections for all Americans enrolled in managed care plans.

“I believe every American has the right to health care of equal high quality.  To get there, we must end unequal treatment.  And heal hearts that continue to see patients as colors, not fellow human beings in need,” Jackson said.
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