@Conaoress of the United States

Washinoton, BC 20515
September 23, 2004

The Honorable John Kerry

United States Senate

304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Kerry:

America’s coal states provided the energy that fueled the industrial revolution, powered early railroads, helped
win two world wars, and made America the superpower that we are today. Unfortunately, residents of these coal states
have had to live with the health, safety, and environmental consequences of coal mining that took place prior to the
mining reforms which were passed in the 1977 Surface Mining Act.

Since that time, the federal government has been working with states, communities and conservation
organizations to clean up these abandoned coal mines under the Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) reclamation program.
The current AML program is set to expire on September 30th unless Congress votes to reauthorize or extend this
critical program.

Early this year, we worked with President Bush to introduce a plan that would not only reauthorize the AML
program, but would greatly accelerate mine clean-up across the country by directing resources to the areas where they
are most needed. Under our plan, all high-priority abandoned mine sites would be cleaned up in approximately 25
years instead of the 60 years that it would take under the current formula, while actually saving more than $3 billion.
The President’s plan would remove more than 140,000 Americans from danger every year. Even Pennsylvania
Governor Ed Rendell endorsed the President’s plan, showing the strong bipartisan work that has gone into this effort.

Your assertion that this plan is “short-sighted” and “jeopardizes the future success of this important program”
couldn’t be further from the truth. For a Senator from Massachusetts to tell Members of Congress from Pennsylvania
and other historic coal producing states that he knows better how to clean up abandoned coal mines would be
laughable if it weren’t coming from a major party Presidential candidate.

Over the past year, we have been working closely with President Bush and his Administration to come to a
final agreement that will be acceptable to all parties. While this effort is ongoing, we would like to strongly commend
President Bush for making the Abandoned Mine Lands reclamation program a top priority for his Administration and
for taking a leading role on this critical issue.

By contrast, your sudden interest in the AML program smacks of political opportunism given your total lack of
participation in the current reauthorization effort, and your historic lack of involvement on this issue over the course of
your 20-year Senate career. Furthermore, this type of political gamesmanship is not helpful to our efforts to strengthen
this vital program, and does a disservice to coal state residents who are currently living with the health, safety and
environmental problems caused by abandoned coal mines. We respectfully ask that you stop playing politics with the
Abandoned Mine Lands reclamation program.

Sincerely,
. Peterson Don Sherwoo
er of Congress Member of Congress
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Jim Gerlach

Bill Shuster
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