Weeh Bnding May 7, 2004

Congresswoman Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick, Michigan’s 13th District
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News From The Office of Congresswoman Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick

This Week In Congress:

HOUSE RESOLUTION 627 {Condemns Treatment of [ragi Soldiers)

It 15 unfortunate | found myself opposing this resolution. | did so because it is only a half way measure
that attempts to gloss over the scope of the problem regarding the treatment of prisoners and detainees
inlraq. This Resolution is limited only to lraq; It fails to call on the Bush Administration to provide assur-
ances that it would treat all classes of detainees, prisoners and enemy combatants to the standards es-
tablished by the Geneva Convention; It does not call on the leadership of this Congress to embark on
an investigation of these "abhorrent” acts; It limits accountability to those in our Armed Services, princi-
pally the enlisted ranks of our Ammy; It says nothing about investigating civilian, private military firms un-
der contract with the Coalition Provisional Authority; It fails to hold Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
accountable. The Bush Administration has mastered the art of deniability. 1t is time we hold the Secre-
tary of Defense to account and ask for this resignation

APREIL UNEMFLOYMENT FIGUREES

Lnemployment numbers for the month of April were released today. Nationwide unemployment re-
mained at 5.6 % last month. More than eight million people are still unemployed. The unemployment
rate for Hispanicsis 7.2% or 14 million people. The rate for African-Americans is 9.7% or 1.6 million
African-Amencans.

FEDERAL RESERVE BEOARD MEETS

Folicymakers at the Federal Eeserve kept interest rates at their current level during their meeting this
week but did dive an indication that rates could rise if strong economic growth threatens to spur higher
inflation. Some fed officials would like to see several more months of figures on jobs, wades, spending
and inflation to see if recent signs of economic strendgth are a permanent turning point in recovery or if
it's temporary.

MEDICARE/Rx DRELUG DISCOUNT CARDS

The new Medicare Frescription Drug discount card became available this weelk. Y ou may sign up for a
Medicare prescription drug discount card if you are eligible for Medicare, unless you have Medicaid pre-
scription drug coverage. The card is woluntary, but you MUST sign up for the card to receive special
low-income assistance, including the $600 help with your prescription drug costs in 2004,

MEDICARE/Rx DRELUGS TOWYMNHALLS

| held two wery successful Medicare/Rx Drug Town Hall meetings in Lincoln Park and Ecorse this week,
Yi'e were able to give some of my senior constituents a better understanding of the new Medicare law
and the new prescription drug discount cards that were made available this week, Our next event will

be May 25, 2004 in Detroit in the multi-purpose room of the Lexington Village Apartments located at
1310 Fallister.

"OM POINT QN HIATUS

My show "On Point” that 1s seen on Comcast Detroit, Comcast Woodhaven/Garden City and Wyandotte
Independent Cable is on hiatus until after the Movember election. We will resume taping the shaow in
Movember with some of your favorite topics and guests.
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