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House Acts to Pass Overdue Increase in Minimum Wage 
124,000 Wisconsinites to Benefit Directly From New Wage Rate 

 
Washington, DC – U.S. Rep. Ron Kind (D-WI) voted with an overwhelming majority of the 
House today to raise the federal minimum wage from $5.15 to $7.25 an hour over the next three 
years, benefiting nearly 13 million American workers and their families, including 124,000 
Wisconsinites. The House passed the bill, H.R. 2, the Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007, by a vote of 
315 to 116. The increase is the second action of the new Congress’ “First 100 Hours Agenda” and 
marks the first time in ten years Congress has raise the federal minimum wage rate. 
 
“With the rising costs of health care, energy and education, America’s working families are being 
forced to do more with less,” stated Rep. Kind. “Today the House voted once and for all to do what 
is right, just, and fair and increase the minimum wage to give hard-working families a decent pay for 
an honest day’s work.” 
 
The federal minimum wage has not risen since 1997 and at the $5.15 rate remains the lowest level in 
50 years, when adjusted for inflation. At this rate, a full-time worker brings home $10,712 a year –
nearly $6,000 below the poverty level for a family of three. An increase of $2.10 an hour would give 
families such as these an additional $4,400 a year to meet critical needs such as rent, health care, 
food and child care. The raise comes at a critical time for American families who have seen real 
income drop by almost $1,300 since 2000, while the costs of health insurance, gasoline, home 
heating, and attending college have increased by almost $5,000 annually. 
 
“Raising the minimum wage is the first step to a stronger economy for all Americans, not just for 
the privileged few,” said Rep. Kind. “Our action today will make a real difference in the lives of 
Wisconsin’s working families. Now, we urge our colleagues in the Senate to hold a clean up-or-down 
vote on this issue as soon as possible.”   
 
The minimum wage increase has the support of a bipartisan majority in the Senate, with a majority 
of Senators, including eight Republicans, having voted for the minimum wage increase last June. 
[Vote #179, amendment to S.2766, 6/21/06]. Recently, President Bush stated he would “find common 
ground” with Congress on a minimum wage increase. [11/8/06] An increase in the minimum wage 
is supported by 89 percent of the American public according to a recent post-election poll. 
[Newsweek poll, 11/11/06]. 
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