Rep. Howard L. Berman

Iraq Benchmarks Act – Summary

Section 1 – Short Title
Section 2 – Redeployment of U.S. Armed Forces from the non-Kurdish Areas of Iraq
Requires the redeployment U.S. Armed Forces from the non-Kurdish areas of Iraq within 180 days if the President is unable to make the determinations regarding the security, political and economic benchmarks for Iraq detailed in Section 3, or if a joint resolution disapproving one of his determinations is passed by Congress under expedited procedures detailed in Section 4 and enacted into law.
Prohibits the use of any funds to deploy U.S. Armed Forces in the non-Kurdish areas of Iraq after the conclusion of the 180 day period for redeployment, with exceptions for:
1) Protecting the U.S. Embassy and other American diplomatic facilities
2) Training the Iraqi Security Forces
3) Engaging in limited operations, involving less than 500 members of the Armed Forces, to kill or capture members of al-Qaeda or other terrorist organizations that threaten U.S. national security.

Section 3 -- Determinations Regarding the Achievement of Security, Political and Economic Benchmarks Accepted by the Government of Iraq
Requires the President to determine on July 1, 2007 and every 90 days thereafter that the Government of Iraq –
· is delivering necessary Iraqi Security Forces for Baghdad and protecting those forces from political interference;

· is intensifying efforts to build balanced security forces throughout Iraq that provide even-handed security for all Iraqis, and;

· has given United States Armed Forces and Iraqi Security Forces the authority to pursue all extremists, including Sunni insurgents and Shiite militias.

· is making substantial progress in meeting its commitment to pursue reconciliation initiatives, including the enactment of a hydrocarbons law to provide for the equitable distribution of oil and gas revenues, the enactment of a revised de-Baathification law to provide for the meaningful participation of Sunni Arabs at all levels of the Government of Iraq, and the holding of provincial elections, and;

· is making substantial progress in providing the even-handed delivery of services and resources to all Iraqis.
Requires the President to determine on October 1, 2007 and every 90 days thereafter that the Government of Iraq and United States Armed Forces are making substantial progress in reducing the level of sectarian violence in Iraq.

Requires the President to submit any determination made under this section to Congress within three days, along with a report detailing the basis for such determination.
Section 4 – Joint Resolution Disapproving Presidential Determination
Establishes expedited procedures for House and Senate consideration of a joint resolution disapproving a determination made by the President under Section 3.  Under these procedures, a joint resolution of disapproval introduced by a Member of the House would be referred to the House Committee on Armed Services, and a joint resolution introduced by a Member of the Senate would be referred to the Senate Committees on Armed Services.   If a resolution is not reported from the relevant committee within 10 days, then it is discharged from committee and placed on the House or Senate calendars, where any Member of the House or Senate can move to proceed with consideration.  The House is allocated 36 hours of debate time on the joint resolution, and the Senate 50 hours.  No amendments are in order.  Only one joint resolution of disapproval would be in order for each determination.
Section 5 -- Mandatory Congressional Approval of New Plan to Stabilize Iraq

Requires the President to submit any new plan for stabilizing Iraq to Congress, and specifies that such plan cannot go into effect unless a joint resolution of approval is enacted into law.
Establishes expedited procedures for the consideration of a joint resolution of approval identical to those contained in Section 4.  
Section 6 -- Definition
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