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FORT VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY TO RECEIVE $161,000 TO ENCOURAGE BIO-MEDICAL RESEARCH

(Washington, DC) – Congressman Jim Marshall announced today that Fort Valley State University will receive a grant of just over $161,000 to help the university involve minority students at Middle Georgia College early in their academic career in bio-medical research at Fort Valley.

During their second semester, students at Middle Georgia will be chosen to participate based on their grade-point average, their interest in pursuing bio-medical research and a competitive essay. Once they receive a slot in the program, they will be part of a bridge program between Middle Georgia, a two-year school, and Fort Valley, a four-year school.  They will participate in enrichment courses and actual on-going research projects at Fort Valley during their summer breaks.

“I’m proud to see Fort Valley State University taking the lead in encouraging students to enter a cutting edge field like bio-medical research.  This is good news for Middle Georgia College students as well as good news for South and Middle Georgia,” said Marshall.

Dr. Deepa Arora, an associate biology professor at Fort Valley and the coordinator for the project was equally enthusiastic. “We are really excited about this grant, because it is a one-of-a-kind project that is bridging a traditionally minority school -- Fort Valley -- with Middle Georgia College.  We’re giving minority students at Middle Georgia College a chance to pursue their interest in bio-medical research at an earlier point in their academic career.”  
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