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'cxtcnqing their hands in support of the relief efforts. |

September 13, 2005

The Honorable Jim McDermott

United States House of Representatives
1035 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman McDermott:

The Child Welfare League of America (CWLA), with our 900 public and private
child-serving member agencies, endorses HR 3711, the Emergency Action for
Vulnerable Children Act. We applaud your leadership in highlighting the needs of
vulnerable foster children and families affected by Hurricane Katrina.

Many CWLA member agencies are working in the disaster area to connect children
with their families and to continue to provide services to those children in care. They
report to us directly about their struggles in attempting to meet the needs of children
and families devastated by this disaster.

H.R. 3711 begins to address these issues by providing federal assistance to ensure
that foster children receive the supports and services they need, including mental
healthitreatment. H-R. 3711 allows the kind of broad and flexible funding that will
assist Louisiana, Alabama, and Mississippi, as well as hel other states that are

Itis cl;ear that it will take a sustain efforf on the pat't of volunteers and local, state,
and federal governments to help these children and fa;uniliczs cope. This legislation
provides an assurance that the federal govérnment stands gs a partner with state and
local governments to meet the needs of these children.
Ihanﬂ( yon again for your continued leadership on behalf of children and families.
Coun: on CWLA to work with you in any way pos’si':’.ﬂc 10 belp the children and
famil ‘es affected by this disaster. | |
|
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Shay Bilchik
President/CEO
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