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It was a day that wasn’t about elections, it wasn’t about media, it was about doing what is right for veterans – not only from Sampson Country, but for vets across the United States.

At a recent ceremony with county veterans, U.S. Congressman Mike McIntyre was presented the National Legislator of the Year Award by the National Association of Veterans County Service Officers for his advocacy work on behalf of the nation’s veterans.

The award, presented to the congressman on behalf of the national organization by former national president Ann Knowles, Sampson County Veterans Officer, states, “…for your outstanding service, patriotism, and continued support for the veterans of our great nation, and for never letting Congress forget the sacrifices that our service men and women, past, and present, made for our nation and for always putting veterans first.”

“It was an incredible day,” said Knowles, beaming with pride. “Congressman McIntyre is truly an advocate for our veterans, and he has always proved that he has gone above and beyond for them.”

McIntyre, a senior member of the House Armed Services Committee, is the author of the Veterans Outreach Improvement Act that recently passed the U.S. House by a vote of 421-0.  This bill would authorize the VA Secretary to provide grants and assistance to state veterans’ agencies and county veterans service officers to enhance outreach to veterans and their families and to assist in the development and submittal of benefits claims.

“I will never forget when I heard that it passed,” said Knowles. “I was at Yorktown and my cell phone rang.  I was standing in front of veterans and he told me that it passed … it was just an awesome feeling.”
Knowles said the bill, from start to finish, took about a year to complete.

“I now know how difficult it is to get a bill passed,” she said. “But to tell you the truth, Mike never wavered.  He, along with two of his staffers worked on it and never let up – they kept pushing it.”

The Veterans Outreach Improvement Act was supported by the National Association of County Veterans Service Officers, the American Legion, the VFW, the Paralyzed Veterans of America, the Military Officers Association of America, the National Organization of Veterans’ Advocates, and the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America.
So when it was time to name the National Legislator of the Year, the National Association of Veterans County Service Officers set their sights on McIntyre 

“There was no one else,” Knowles said.  “The vote was unanimous. He was the only choice to get the award.”

However, actually getting the award, an Eagle in flight, to McIntyre proved to be another challenge.  

“I shipped it to Washington,” said Knowles. “And it’s on its way there, it was damaged.  A piece of it broke off.”

Knowles said she then shipped the award to Jones Trophy in Illinois.

“They did a wonderful job,” she said. “I told them that this is what I have to spend on it, they said, ‘that is enough’. They were just great.”

Eventually, Knowles had the eagle shipped back to Clinton and made plans to give the award to McIntyre.

“I wanted to put it in his hand personally,” she said. “It meant that much to me.”

The award was presented in front of the Veterans Administration Office in Clinton.

“He came and said that he was honored,” she said. “He was real. He didn’t do it for the publicity, he didn’t do it because it would get votes for him, he did it because he cares for the veterans … That is what it is all about.”

