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Congressman David Dreier, R-San Dimas, kicked off the 111th Congress today by reintroducing legislation to provide funds for ongoing perchlorate clean-up in San Gabriel Valley groundwater.

The measure would increase by $61.2 million federal funds in the San Gabriel Basin Restoration Fund, which is used throughout the region for cleanup of perchlorate, a chemical in rocket fuel and fireworks. Under the bill, the San Gabriel Basin Water Quality Authority would receive $50 million and the Central Basin Municipal Water District would receive $11.2 million.

Perchlorate can reduce the production of thyroid hormones, which in fetuses and infants are critical for normal growth and development of the central nervous system, according to the Food and Drug Administration. Therefore, pregnant women and infants are at greatest risk if exposed to perchlorate.

For years, the aerospace and defense sectors freely dumped perchlorate, before its dangers were known. The San Gabriel Valley has been declared a Superfund site, in part because of perchlorate contamination in groundwater resources.

Cleanup of perchlorate in the area has been estimated at $1 billion, according to Dreier. So far, the federal government has provided approximately $85 million for the cleanup.

Identical legislation was approved by the House in the 110th Congress, but it was never debated by the Senate before the body adjourned.

Representatives Grace Napolitano, D-Norwalk, Gary Miller, R-Brea, and Adam Schiff, D-Pasadena, are all original cosponsors of the legislation.

