[image: image1.png]Congress of the Wnited States
Aouse of Representatioes
AWashington, DE 20915




Vote “No” on the Paul Amendment
The Congressional Mental Health Caucus Urges You To Oppose Rep. Paul’s Distortions
June 21, 2005
Dear Colleague: 


Tragically, the trauma of September 11, 2001, has resulted in physical and mental health consequences that have become a matter of national attention.  This has reminded us that each of us could be vulnerable to developing a mental illness that could significantly affect our lives. The impact of witnessing these events affected people in different ways--some people proved resilient to long-term effects of witnessing such horrendous trauma, while others have suffered lasting psychological harm that requires treatment.

During the first week of October, we will mark Mental Illness Awareness Week (MIAW).  This year's MIAW Congressional Symposium affords us an important opportunity to look at Psychological and Biological Effects of Trauma: Who's Vulnerable and Who's Not.  By now you should have received an invitation to this year's MIAW Hill briefing. We encourage you to participate in what promises to be an insightful and informative discussion from some of our nation's most respected psychiatric researchers and practitioners as well as a presentation from a leading patient advocate.
WHAT:
MIAW Hill Briefing: "Psychological and Biological Effects of Trauma:                                             

Who's Vulnerable and Who's Not" 

WHEN:
Wednesday, October 1, 2003 from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

WHERE:
Rayburn Gold Room (2168) 

SPEAKERS: 
Dennis Charney, M.D., Chief of the Mood and Anxiety Disorders Program of the



National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)              



Herbert Pardes, M.D., President & CEO, New York Presbyterian Hospital 
 

Richard C. Birkel, Ph.D., Executive Director, National Alliance for the Mentally Ill 


James H. Scully, Jr., M.D., Medical Director, American Psychiatric Association 
Sincerely,
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