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       June 12, 2006
Bakers Creek Memorial Unveiling Ceremony
The Bakers Creek Memorial Association (USA) will unveil a memorial marker in tribute of 40 American servicemen killed in World War II’s worst aviation disaster in the Southwest Pacific.  The ceremony marks the 63rd anniversary of the crash and will be held on Wednesday, June 14, 2006, at 11:00 a.m.

Attendees will gather at a shaded area north of North Elm Walk and the 17th Street NW   Ceremonial Entrance to the National World War II Memorial on the Mall in Washington, D.C.  

The Honorable Santo Santoro, Federal Senator and Minister for Ageing from Australia will be the keynote speaker. Other invited guests include: Senator Robert C. Byrd, West Virginia; Rep. Richard E. Neal, Massachusetts; retired Lt. Gen John B. Hall, Jr., former commander of the U.S. Fifth Air Force; and retired Maj. Gen. Robert H. Appleby, former commander of the Pennsylvania Army National Guard, who lost his uncle in the tragic crash.

Belinda Williams Green and Arvon Staats, relatives of crash victims, will unveil the marker. Family members and friends, many in their golden years now living in twenty-three states across the country, are expected to attend. Because of wartime censorship, only recently did they learn the true circumstances of how and where their loved ones died in World War II.

Following the ceremony, the maker will be placed temporarily at the Embassy of Australia, 1601 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC.

For additional information contact:  Robert S. Cutler (301) 762-4696
Email: bobcutler65@hotmail.com 
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Bakers Creek Memorial Marker

“Something a lot of very patriotic veterans felt they needed to make right!”

