Congress of the EUnited States

Bouse of Vepresentatibes
Slashington, B.E. 20515

February 21, 2002

The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman
Administrator

1J.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Whitman:

We are writing to express our strong concern over the Administration’s reported plan to
weaken the new source review (NSR) regulations under the Clean Air Act. The NSR program
protects public health and the environment by ensuring that when large industrial facilities
upgrade and increase their air emissions, they must install modem pollution control technology.

The federal government should be working to strengthen public health protections under
the Clean Air Act, not trying to undermine their effectiveness. Therefore, we are writing to ask
you to refuse to issue any guidance or final regulations that would allow air quality in
communities across our country to be degraded by weakening the NSR requirements now in
place. We also request that you allow the public to comment upon any proposals to revise NSR

before they are adopted.

Press accounts have indicated that the Administration is considering weakening NSR
requirements. According to the New York Times, “[p]owerful forces inside the administration
are determined to eliminate or weaken" NSR requirements.’ Eliminating or weakening NSR
would severely weaken the Clean Air Act and potentially allow worse air quality throughout the

nation.

This result seems at odds with your stated intention as Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). When EPA settled new source review enforcement
actions against some refineries last year, you stated, “This settlement provides Americans with
cleaner, healthier air, and it protects our precious environment by reducing significant amounts o/
harmful air pollutants.” You also commended the refineries for “taking the initiative to resolve
their environmental problems cooperatively and quickly. We hope other companies will follow
their lead.™ If NSR is weakened, it is doubtful any company will follow their lead.

Instead of encouraging power plants, refineries, chemical plants, and other industrial
facilities to resolve their environmental problems and improve the nation’s air quality, the

'Camouflage on Clean Air, New York Times (Jan. 23, 2002).

?“Clean Air Agreements Reached with Petroleum Refiners,” Press Release, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (March 21, 2001).



Administration appears to be responding to requests from the most recalcitrant industries. These
industry proposals appear designed to derail ongoing enforcement actions and to ensure that the
Clean Air Act’s new source review provisions will have minimal, if any, future effect on existing

facilities around the country.

If the Administration were to severely weaken the NSR program, it would represent a

sweeping assault on a critical clean air program that protects the American public. However, this
assault requires your signature to take place. Therefore, we urge you to immediately give the
public your personal assurance that this will not happen on your watch.
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