Congress of the Tnited States
' Washington, BE 20515

STAFF BRIEFING ON AGRICULTURE
AND SOIL CARBON “SINKS” -

**Monday, February 10, 2003 — 1-3 p.m., 2105 Rayburn House Office**

Dear Colleagues:

‘The U.S. agricultural sector has been identified as a key sector that can help to reduce U.S. greenhouse gas
emissions in a cost-effective, environmentally beneficial manner. Soil carbon sinks, or the ability of soils to
absorb carbon from the atmosphere, represent a win-win for agricultural producers and for society.

Join us to learn more about how soil carbon sequestration works, how the practices that increase
sequestration of carbon in soils are economically and environmentally beneficial, and how they lead to
improved soil health and productivity, agricultural sustainability, réduced soil erosion and reduced runoff of
nutrients and water from agricultural soils. Learn also about new markets where carbon is being “leased” or
sold by agricultural producers to energy companies seeking to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions.

The briefing will include scientists who have measured soil in carbon for many years. You will also hear -
from producers who will answer your questions about the conservation, production, and economic benefits
.of capturing carbon in their soils. Finally, you will receive an update on a state Carbon Storage Project, and
how farmers in that state are participating and gaining benefits.

Speakers: Scientists:  John M. Kimble, PhD
. Research Soil Scientist, USDA NRCS
Lincoln, NE

Chuck Rice, PhD
Kansas State University .

Producers: Terry Davis, IL and Elmon Richards, Circleville, OH
NE Carbon Storage Project:  Robin Foulk, District Conservationist, NE

Pacific Northwest Carbon Credits Lease:
e Karl Kupers; Pacific NW Direct Seed Association, Pasco, WA
o Jeff Williams, Entergy Corporation, The Woodlands, TX
e Zack Willey, ED Pacific Northwest, Bend, OR

Sponsors:
American Society of Agronomy National Environmental Trust
Crop Science Society of America U.S. National Committee for Soil Science-
Soil Science Society of America (National Academy of Sciences)
National Farmers Union ~ Conservation Tech Information Center

Sincerely, -

Wne 72

Regf Wayne Gilchgpst
Co-chair Climate Change Caucus

Co-Chair Climate Change Caucus
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