CONGRESSWOMAN SCHAKOWSKY’S STATEMENT ON THE MOTION TO RECOMMIT S. 256
Mr. Speaker, I have a motion at the desk.  I rise today with my colleague Mr. Strickland, to offer this motion to recommit on behalf of our brave citizen soldiers who are risking their lives for us, and then, as a thank you, risking their homes and their businesses too.  
Our motion simply shields financially-distressed National Guard and Reservists from the means test found in S. 256 while they are in service and for the two years after they have transitioned back to civilian life, if a substantial portion of their debt is due to their service.  This motion is a narrow protection for those who suffer financial hardship -- financial disaster -- as a direct result of serving our country.  It builds on Sen. Durbin’s amendment to the Senate bankruptcy bill which exempts from the bill’s means test disabled veterans, if their debts were incurred primarily when they were on active duty or performing homeland defense duties.  
Regardless of where you stand on the war, regardless of your position on the overall bill, we owe it to those who risk their lives – and their livelihoods – to prevent financial catastrophe caused by their service.  This motion is the least we can do to ease their pain. 
According to the National Guard, four out of 10 members of the Guard and Reserve forces lose income when they leave their civilian jobs for active duty.  Many left for the war thinking they would be deployed for six months and have ended up staying for a year – or even longer – and then may be shipped out again. There is no reasonable way they could have financially anticipated and prepared for those extensions of their service.  Their families struggle to pay the bills.  Some face the reality of losing their homes.  Many Guard and Reservists are self-employed or run small businesses and face the daunting task of reestablishing their businesses after their release from active duty.  The two years after they return from service are the most difficult.  We owe it to them to provide a safe harbor from the means test.
Since 9/11, approximately 470,000 Reservists and Guardsmen have been called to active duty, tens of thousands more than once.  Like all my colleagues regardless of party, I have heard from Guard and Reservists and their families who are struggling to make ends meet and even some who were forced to file bankruptcy.  They are not in this financial position because they are exploiting loopholes in the bankruptcy law.  They are not scheming to avoid paying their debts.  They are in a financial hole their country dug for them.

Some will argue that we do not need this motion because our soldiers are already covered by the Servicemembers’ Relief Act, but that is not true.  Even with that minimal help, many are forced to file for bankruptcy and the Relief Act provides no assistance once they file.  It is hard enough under current law for them to pick up the pieces. The special circumstances and sacrifices of the Guard and Reserve forces require that we not make recovery even harder for them.  Soldiering is not their livelihood, but they take it on, they leave their day-to-day lives and jobs behind, because their country has asked them to do so. 
Exemption from the means test is the least we can do to tell our citizen soldiers and their families that, not only do we appreciate the physical and emotional risks they have taken in our name, we recognize the financial risks as well.  To do any less than this simple, narrow protection would be morally bankrupt.
