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FACT SHEET:
100 Hours: Raising the Minimum Wage 
During the first 100 legislative hours of the 110th Congress, House Democratic leaders have pledged to work with their colleagues to pass key bills affecting the everyday lives of all Americans.  One of these bills (H.R. 2) would help up to 13 million Americans and their families by increasing the minimum wage.  On January 5, Rep. George Miller (D-CA.), Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD), Rep. Joe Donnelly (D-IN), and 212 other cosponsors, including seven Republicans, introduced H.R. 3.  This bipartisan measure would increase the minimum wage from $5.15 to $7.25 an hour over two years.
An increase in the minimum wage is supported by 89 percent of the American public according to a recent post-election poll.  [Newsweek poll, 11/11/06]  The minimum wage increase has the support of a bipartisan majority in both the House and the Senate, with 64 House Republicans having voted for a $7.25 per hour minimum wage under a vocational education bill last July and a majority of Senators, including eight Republicans, having voted for the minimum wage increase last June. [Vote #366, motion to instruct on S.250, 7/12/06; Vote #179, amendment to S.2766, 6/21/06]
Provisions of the Bipartisan Minimum Wage Bill (H.R. 2)
This bipartisan bill would increase the federal minimum wage from $5.15 to $7.25 an hour over two years.
· 60 days after the legislation is enacted, the minimum wage would increase to $5.85.  
· One year later it would go up to $6.55 per hour.  

· And another year later the minimum wage would increase to $7.25 an hour.

The measure also extends federal minimum wage coverage to workers in the Northern Marianas.
