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100 Hours:  Promoting Life-Saving Stem Cell Research
During the first 100 legislative hours of the 110th Congress, House Democratic leaders have pledged to work with their colleagues to pass key bills affecting the everyday lives of all Americans.  One of these bills (H.R. 3) is the bipartisan DeGette-Castle stem cell bill to improve health care by promoting life-saving embryonic stem cell research.  On January 5, Reps. Diana DeGette (D-MI), Michael Castle (R-DE), Jim Langevin (D-RI), Harry Mitchell (D-AZ), and 208 other cosponsors, including 13 other Republicans, introduced H.R. 3.  Unfortunately, although this bill in the last Congress passed the House by a 238-194 vote and the Senate by a 63-37 vote, the President vetoed it last July.  It is expected that Congress will pass the bill again early this year and it is hoped that the President, this time, will take this opportunity to sign this vital legislation into law.  The bill has bipartisan support – in a recent poll, 72 percent of Americans stated they supported the proposal.  Following is an overview of the DeGette-Castle bill’s provisions. 
Provisions of the Bipartisan DeGette-Castle Bill (H.R. 3)
Increasing the Number of Embryonic Stem Cell Lines Eligible for Federally-Funded Research

The bipartisan DeGette-Castle bill would increase the number of embryonic stem cell lines that would be eligible to be used in federally-funded research.  Specifically, the bill would authorize the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to support research involving embryonic stem cells meeting certain criteria, regardless of the date on which the stem cells were derived from an embryo.  Current policy limits the use of federal funds for research only to those stem cell lines that existed when President Bush issued an executive order on August 9, 2001.  The bill only authorizes federal research funds for stem cell lines generated from embryos that would otherwise be discarded by fertility clinics.  

Imposing Strict Ethical Guidelines

The bipartisan bill includes strict ethical guidelines, which currently do not exist under the Administration’s current policy.  Specifically, the bill allows federal funding of embryonic stem cell research only if the following requirements have been met: 1) Embryos used to derive stem cells were originally created for fertility treatment purposes and are in excess of fertility treatment needs; 2) The individuals seeking fertility treatments for whom the embryos were created have determined that the embryos “would never be implanted in a woman and would otherwise be discarded;” and 3) The individuals seeking fertility treatments must have “donated the embryos with written informed consent and without receiving any financial or other inducements to make the donation.”  

Requiring HHS to Report to Congress Annually on Federally-Funded Embryonic Stem Cell Research

In addition, the bill requires the HHS Secretary to submit an annual report to the appropriate committees of Congress on the embryonic stem cell research authorized under the bill that has been conducted during the previous fiscal year, including a description of how HHS has ensured that all federally-funded research complies with the bill’s strict ethical guidelines.
