Congress of the Tnited States
| FRashmgton, BC 20513

March 18, 2008

The Ho‘ﬁorabie Nita Lowey The Honorable Frank Wolf

Chairwoman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on State, Foreign Subcommittee on State, Foreign'
Operations and Related Programs Operations and Related Programs
HB 26 241 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20513

3 DearChairwoman Lowey and Rankmg Member Wolf

At a Ume when gic)ba’l attitudes aboui thﬁ Umied States remain hlghly fracrz}e the Peace
Corps continues to be one of the best programs we offer to extend a hand of friendship
and reverse negative opinions about the values and character of the American people.

Peace Corps reports as many as twenty nations are interested in having programs where
none currently exist. We believe it is in our foreign policy and national security interest
to pursue these o_pportur}ities and expand the gleba} presence of Peace Corp‘s.

RS ¢ respacifizlly request ﬂf}dt you prowde $4OO Mﬁhon in ftmdmg far ihe Peace Cerps m T
= ,;:;F;scai Year 2009, , -

o existing 1 backlog.” Ti'ié Piach Corps budget 3scurrenf£y proposed projects Tess than 25 R

additional volunteers (a two-tenths of one percent mcrease) in the field by
:Sepiember 3@ 2009 : :
= _We beheve ihe Presadent S FY 05 pmposal of $401 mﬂlmn for Peace Cbrias to achzeve
his stated goal to double the number of volunteers in the field is an approprzate fundmg
“level sufficient to meet: demand for the Peace Corps

The nearly 8,000 individuals currently serving as Peace Corps volunteers are part of a
proud and rich history of international service. These selfless citizens represent us in
more than 70 countries overseas — including many nations with predominantly Muslim
populations. They are among the more than 190,000 U.S. citizens who have answered
the call to serve since 1961,

We appreciate the support you have provided to the Peace Corps in the past and welcome
the opportunity to advance the agency to new heights in FY 09 and years to come.

Sincerely,
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# James Walsh Mike Honda 4
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Thomas Petri ' Rush Holt
RPCV Somalia, 1966-67
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