June 28 Press Conference
11:30 AM Cannon Terrace

Re: Cruise Line Accurate Safety Statistics Act

My name is Bree Smith.  I am here today first as a sister of a murdered brother and secondly as Vice President of International Cruise Victims.  I am here with my parents George and Maureen Smith.  Many of you are familiar with my brother’s story.  My 26 year old brother George was murdered during his honeymoon on a Royal Caribbean cruise ship on July 5th of last year.  I won’t go into great detail about my brother’s case because that is not why we are here today.
 I will say however that because Royal Caribbean covered up my brother’s murder and contaminated the crime scene before the Turkish police and FBI boarded the ship, we still do not know what happened to George almost one year later.  There still have been no arrests and my brother’s murderers have had one year of freedom that they never should have had. 

Instead of mourning and feeling useless, my family and I decided to be proactive about making sure that no other family has to go through the torment that my family endures on a daily basis.  We met Kendall Carver at the first Congressional hearing on cruise safety and security in December of last year. Ken and his wife Carol’s daughter Merrian went missing from a Celebrity cruise ship under suspicious circumstances shortly before my brother did.  Ken and my family decided that individually we would have a hard time making change but collectively we could make a difference.  We had no idea in January when we formed International Cruise Victims that change could come so quickly.

With a budget of less than $2000 and all volunteers getting the word out about crime on cruise ships and the need for reform, our organization has begun making waves worldwide.

Congressman Shays has had a lot to do with our success.  As you know, his subcommittee has held two congressional hearings on this topic during which our members have given their heart-wrenching testimony to Congress and submitted our ten-point plan for cruise safety and security.  
ICV is behind the Cruise Line Accurate Safety Statistics Act 100 percent.  We have been working with Congressman Shays and his staff for several months in preparation of the bill.  Also, given the jurisdictional issues surrounding these cruise line corporations, reform must occur internationally.  Because of this, our members are in discussions with the governments of Australia and Ireland as well as the International Maritime Organization of the United Nations to begin the needed changes. We can’t thank Congressman Shays and his staff enough for their support of our organization as well as all cruise crime victims.  In particular, Dr. Nicholas Palarino and David Parkin have been particularly responsive and concerned.

We also offer our heartfelt thanks to Congresswoman Maloney from New York for also championing our cause.
Additionally, on behalf of International Cruise Victims, I would like to thank Susan Smith Howley, director of the National Center for Victims.  Her support has been and will be invaluable moving forward.

However, Congresswoman Maloney and Congressman Shays cannot pass this legislation alone.  It is essential that all Americans contact their local congressmen and senators to support this bill.  In memory of my brother George, Merrian, and the countless other victims and future victims of cruise crimes, please encourage your local representatives to protect US citizens who choose to work or vacation on cruise ships. We need your help. 
Finally, we would like to thank the media representatives present today for their interest in covering my brother’s story as well as International Cruise Victims.  It is essential that citizens remain knowledgeable about this issue so that they can make informed decisions regarding their vacations.
It will bring us some peace next week on July 5th, the one year anniversary of my brother’s murder, to know that George did not die in vain.     
