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Washington, D.C.-Congressman Bill Shuster, a member of the House Armed Services 
Committee, released the following statement after President Obama signed an executive order to 
close the detainee facility at Guantanamo Bay and suspend of all trials at the facility: 
 
“In signing this executive order, President Obama has put politics before national security and the 
safety of all Americans. Any action without a plan to deal with the violent and dangerous terrorist 
detainees is premature and shortsighted. 
 
The fact that the Obama Administration cannot answer the question of where we would send 
Khalid Sheik Mohammed, the confessed and unrepentant mastermind of the September 11th 
attacks, should give everyone pause.  ‘I don’t know’ is not a satisfactory answer by the 
Commander in Chief who is charged with the safety and security of the American people.   
 
American security should always come first. Of the 520 detainees released from Guantanamo 
Bay, dozens been recaptured after returning to terrorism overseas.  We are seeing them return to 
the battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan with the intent of killing American soldiers and if they get 
the chance, American civilians.   
 
The Obama Administration must give me and the American people a valid answer on where these 
terrorists will be sent and how their movement will affect our national security.” 
        
  
 

### 

mailto:jg.urbanchuk@mail.house.gov
http://www.house.gov/shuster

