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Dear Colonel Martin,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Corps of Engineers’
proposed Annual Operating Plan for 2006. Through the years, Missourians have
demonstrated a serious interest in ensuring that responsible water flows are maintained on
the Missouri River, and | am pleased to submit a few thoughts on behalf of the people of
Missouri’s Fourth Congressional District

The Missouri River reaches across the northern portions of the Fourth District.
Having been born in the river town of Lexington in Lafayette County, the Missouri River has
played an important role in my life. Generations of men and women who have lived along
the river share my respect for its contributions to our history, our heritage, and our economy.

Because the river is so vital to the State of Missouri, | always keep a close eye on
how the Corps of Engineers plans to manage the river each year. Management must always
be done in a way that minimizes risks to Missouri’s farmers and which honors the Corps’
central flood control mission. When the Corps released its proposed 2006 operating plan, |
was sorely disappointed to see two government sanctioned spring rises included in the
proposal. These spring rises are bad for Missouri agriculture and other river interests.

| urge the Corps of Engineers to go back to the drawing board with regard to their
2006 Annual Operating Plan and to produce a manual that more fairly addresses Missouri’s
interests. Any proposal must omit a spring rise scenario and also ensure that there is
sufficient water in summer months so that barge navigation and electricity generation can
continue to thrive.

Again, | appreciate being given the opportunity to comment on the Draft 2006 Annual
Operating Plan, and | am grateful for your attention to my views.

ery truly yours,
IKE SKELTON

Member of Congress

I1S:do

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



