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Chairman Braley, | would like to thank you and the members
of the Subcommittee for creating this forum and your participation
in the discussion of such a significant issue as “Ensuring
Continuity of Care for Veteran Amputees. The Role of Small

Prosthetic Practices.” | am honored to testify.

My nameis Dennis Clark. | am a certified Orthotist-
Prosthetist and owner and president of Clark & Associates
Prosthetics and Orthotics, Inc., asmall business located in lowa

with officesin Waterloo, Dubugue, Marshalltown and Mason City.

My family’s involvement in caring for wounded veterans
began during World War 11. My father, Dae Clark, CP, worked
for Ray Trautman and Son in Minneapolis, MN and worked for the
company for over 20 years, eventually buying out the Waterloo, |A
location and incorporating Dale Clark Prostheticsin 1968. Itisno
small coincidence that | began working for my father in the

summer of 1968, and eventually purchased the company in 1987.



In September of 2003, | was contacted by a representative
from Walter Reed Army Medical Center and asked if my clinical
staff and | would be willing to spend the remaining months of 2003
helping provide lower extremity prosthetic care to soldiers
returning to Walter Reed from Irag and Afghanistan. We proudly
accepted this opportunity to serve, and continued providing care at
both Walter Reed and at Bethesda Naval until the end of May
2005. During that time we were honored to provide prosthetic care

to over 300 soldiers.

Since our departure from Walter Reed, Clark & Associates has
continued to provide prosthetic care for a small number of service-
connected veterans from the current conflict as well as a number of
other non-service connected veterans and service connected

veterans from other military actions.



My primary concern is making sure that these soldiers
continue to have access for quality care and current technology.
To thisend, it isimportant that the V.A. maintain its position on
qualifying practitioners by requiring American Board for
Certification in Orthotics, Prosthetics & Pedorthics (ABC)
certification as a minimum requirement to provide care to our
nation’s veterans. | would also hope that facility accreditation
become part of the standard for companies providing prosthetic

and orthotic care to veterans.

Since thisisthefirst war fought in the information age, more
media coverage and public focus has been placed on prostheses
and prosthetic rehabilitation than at any time in the history of
prosthetics. This fact, coupled with the reality that advancesin the
prosthetic industry are arguably bolstered by the effects of war
suggests we will see more new technology in the next decade than
in al the previous decades. “Technology for technology’s sake”

was not part of our thought process or protocols during our tenure



at Walter Reed. We steadfastly attempted to match technol ogy
with the associated function and use of prosthesesin order to meet

the patient’s and care team’ s goals and objectives.

In the past, new technology in terms of techniques, materials
and components mostly came from within the industry. However,
today scientists and researchers from various digital and
mi croprocessor-oriented backgrounds are making significant new
contributions in advancing prosthetic outcomes. This trend will
continue into the future. The knowledge, training and
comprehension required to use these new technologies within a
patient’ s prosthetic management will further highlight the need to
gualify and measure the performance of the prostheses and

prosthetic providers.

In addition to my role at Clark & Associates, | am also
President of POINT Health Centers of America. POINT isthe

only U.S. prosthetic and orthotic network consisting of 100%



ABC-accredited facilities. Each of POINT’s 146 member
companies are independently owned small businesses. These
companies are acutely affected by any V.A. prosthetics and
orthotics procurement decisions. Accordingly, effective
communication relative to V.A. contracting, contractor regulations
and other administrative requirementsis vital to these small

businesses.

In closing, it iscritical that we remember the discussions we
are having today will affect this current group of wounded warriors
for the next 50 years, as most of them are in their early to mid
twenties. The groundwork for the investment we make in their
care today should be as important as the sacrifices they made for
our freedom. We have not yet seen the depth and breadth of the
contributions this differently-abled group of Americans has made.
| firmly believe this group of volunteer soldiers will one day be

known as the next greatest generation.



