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Spratt Votesto Protect Social Security and Medicare

WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. John Spratt (D-SC) Tuesday voted for legidation that
locks away the Social Security and M edicar e surplusesto meet the fiscal challengesthe
programswill confront when Baby Boomer s begin to retirein 2008.

“Socia Security and Medicare,” said Spratt, “need their surpluses, and more, to meet the
challenges of the Baby Boom'sretirement. Using the surpluses for anything other than their
current purposes makes the programs less solvent.”

Sprait, the Ranking Member on the Budget Committes, joined in introducing the
Democratic verson of the “lockbox” bill in the House. The Democratic hill, unlike its
Republican counterpart, takes Medicare off-budget, like Social Security. In addition, it creates
new limits on Congress  ability to spend both the Medicare and Socia Security surpluses. The
Republican bill, on the other hand, would alow Congress to tap the Socid Security and Medicare
aurplusesin future legidation.

“Our Democrétic bill offers more protection for Socia Security and Medicare than the
Republican bill,” said Spratt. “While our bill did not pass, it stakes out a strong position for
protecting the Socia Security and Medicare surpluses for future generations, and it will help to
frame the debate on the budget this year.”
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